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“One day our descendants will 
think it incredible that we paid so 
much attention to things like the 
amount of melanin in our skin or 
the shape of our eyes or our gender 
instead of the unique identities of 

each of us as complex human     
beings.” 

~Franklin Thomas 

“Remember not the sins of 
my youth and my trans-
gressions; remember me 
according to your love 

and for the sake of your 
goodness.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR BEV BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR CARLA BOYER 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON DAVID BROKAW 

M.C. CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

THURIFER  

CRUCIFER RICK SCOTT 

ACOLYTE 1 MARLENE PRESLEY 

ACOLYTE 2 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

O.T. LECTOR LOURDES CRUZ 

N.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER BOB WARNER 

Sunday February 18th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html 

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 

Special Two-Week Edition 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html


 

 

 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

ACOLYTE BETH MAISONET 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

INTERCESSOR JANET CUSACK 

USHER JANET CUSACK 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON TIM POWERS 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER  

CRUCIFER TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR LORRAINE WITKOWSKI 

N.T. LECTOR JOE GAYTON 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER RICK SCOTT 

USHER SUE SCOTT 

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

Sunday February 25th S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are 
available for sale EVERY Sunday after 

each service.  Grace Church receives 5% on 
the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the 
family easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of 
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your 
meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please 
keep us in mind when preparing your shop-
ping lists! 

W e are 
happy 

and pleased 
to announce 
that we can 
now accept 
credit card 
purchases 
for the 

ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards 
credit card you can now accumulate points 
while supporting Grace Church!   

The Pill Bottle Ministry has been      
discontinued and will not be accepting 

any more bottles.  Thank you to all 
who contributed and worked on this 

ministry. 

Adult Bible Study 
During Lent, the Bible study group 
will be reading through the letters 
to the Corinthians, with an eye to 
reconstructing the community at 
Corinth in the time of Paul. Who 
were the members of the commu-
nity? What conflicts were there 
and what strengths were there? 

Come to one or all of the sessions. If you’ve been 
wondering what Bible study is like, there’s no better 
time to try it than Lent!  ~Tim Powers 



 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, February 15th - 7:30 PM:  Monthly Vestry Meeting 

Friday, February 16th - 6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 

Sunday, February 18th - Grace Church welcomes back Father Peter Sipple. 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Friday, February 23rd - 6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 

Sunday, February 25th - Grace Church welcomes back Father Peter Sipple. 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Friday, March 2nd -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 

Sunday, March 4th -  Grace Church welcomes back Mother Deborah Dresser from vacation. 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, March 6th -  Stations of the Cross 
    10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Friday, March 9th -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 
    7:00 PM:  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, March 11th -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, March 13th - Stations of the Cross 
    10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Friday, March 16th -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 
    7:00 PM:  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, March 18th -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, March 20th - Stations of the Cross 
    10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Friday, March 23rd -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 
    7:00 PM:  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, March 25th -  Palm Sunday 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

Rector Search Update 
Dear Parishioners, The Rector’s Search Committee is fin-
ished with the Skype interviews phase of the search pro-
cess and has entered into the Site Visits phase.  Thank you 
for your prayers and support.  ~Allison and John  

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

   

 

Sound in Vestments 
The past eleven weeks have been a liturgical whirlwind—the anticipation of Jesus’ birth, his brief infancy, 
immediately followed by his baptism as a grown man, then fast-forward through his earthly ministry in a 
shortened post-Epiphany season culminating in The Transfiguration—and now here I am, writing this with 
ashes on my forehead. 

One constant throughout this time has been the reassuring presence of my friend Nancy DeMilio on our 
organ bench. Nancy succeeded her mentor, Peter Hall, as our primary substitute organist in 2014, so she 
was the obvious choice to serve as our interim organist during this time of transition in the Music Ministry. 
Like me, Nancy is a singer, which makes her a particularly sensitive and responsive collaborator, whether 
she is leading the congregation in the singing of a hymn or accompanying a choir anthem. 

Nancy has decided to step down as our interim organist. Although I will miss seeing her at the organ con-
sole, I am looking forward to her return to the alto section. Thank you for your help, Nancy, and congratu-
lations on a job well done. 

Nancy’s absence from the organ bench will usher in the next phase of our organist search. Since my previ-
ous article, we have already had two guest organists—Adam Yaun last Sunday and Joanne Reed on Ash 
Wednesday. You can expect to see some more unfamiliar faces behind our organ console in the coming 
weeks. Don’t be shy about introducing yourself and telling them what you love about Grace. 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

See you in church! 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

H ello Grace church and Guild of St. Margaret Volunteers and Supporters, 

Last week was the start of the Hannaford Helps Reusable Bag Program!   For the entire the month 
of February, we will receive $1.00 from each Fight Hunger bag purchased at the Hannaford located at 30 
Tower Drive, Middletown, NY. This is an amazing opportunity for The Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen 
not   only to raise funds, but to also spread awareness about our nonprofit within the community. 

Please show your support by purchasing these beautifully designed reusable bags! They can be found on 
the reusable bag rack and at various registers. We strongly encourage you to share this news with family 
and friends as well!  

For more information about the program, please 
visit hannaford.bags4mycause.com. 

 Our goal is to sell 1,000 bags, equivalent to 
$1,000.00 raised. We are confident that with the 
help of our dedicated supporters, we can reach 
this goal during our month in the program and fur-
ther carry out our mission. 

Thank you for your support! 

Phyllis Guardino 

 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu
hannaford.bags4mycause.com


 

 

   

 

A Walk Back In Time 
In going through a box of memorabilia, I came across a booklet from Grace Church’s 100th anniversary.  If I 
remember correctly, the person who gave me this booklet was Gladys Olver, a parishioner some of you 
remember.  Gladys and my mother, Eleanor Cole, hung out together for something like 20 years delivering 
Meals on Wheels in Middletown and doing Altar Guild at Grace.  I think Gladys gave the booklet to me for 
safekeeping, and I have kept it safe, but now it’s time to turn it over to the church for further safekeeping, 
which I will do promptly. I enjoyed reading through it.  There is a list of all who served in WWII with an as-
terisk by those who perished: James Benway, Richard Harrington, George Kurz, and Harry Reed.  There is a 
brief history of the church, and a list of memorials, things that are probably the same ones we still use to-
day: Credence Table, Stained Glass Windows, Cross in Chapel, Seven-Branch Candlesticks, Reredos, Panel-
ing, Furniture, Altar, Altar Cross, Collection Plates, Processional Cross, and on and on…  I thought how for-
tunate we are that all of these 
things were purchased and 
were in place for us, long before 
many of us came to Grace. I es-
pecially enjoyed reading the fol-
lowing about our history, from 
the 75th Anniversary of the 
church:  “I feel free to speak,” 
said Mr. Leonard (Henry J. Leon-
ard, Senior Warden), “and there 
is a reason.  No Church can be 
free while wearing a burden of 
debt.  Twenty-three years ago 
the collar of debt was placed 
about the necks of the people 
of this parish and they have 
been wearing it ever 
since.  During the past year, 
Grace Church has taken a great 
stride ahead.  She has thrown 
off the shackles.  She has paid 
the five hundred dollar debt on 
the organ, wiped out a debt of 
six hundred and fifty dollars on 
the parish house and tonight I 
have the pleasure to report the 
four thousand dollar mortgage 
is satisfied and done with.  It 
will soon go up in smoke." The 
mortgage was burned on a sil-
ver platter under supervision of 
former Rector Rice and John 
Bright with Rev. Charles H. Kues 
of Port Jervis touching the 
match to the document. 
~Kathryn Parker 



 

 

   

 

Shrove Tuesday Celebration 
 



 

 

   

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

February 15th starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the January 18, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the December 21, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee 

hour.  Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.   Some-
times, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or 
buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and 

coffee.   Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, thank you for all that you do for 
Grace Church! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
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