
 

July 2, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Grace is the unfailing, 
inexhaustible love of God 
lavished freely upon us, 
expressed uniquely in 

Christ.”   
from Forward Day by Day, Monday, 

February 11, 2013 

“Whoever welcomes 
you welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who 

sent me.” 8:00 AM  

CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON TIM POWERS 

M.C. RICK SCOTT 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER BUBBA WHITE 

ACOLYTE 1 MARLENE PRESLEY 

ACOLYTE 2 LIZZY ORTEGA 

O.T. LECTOR CLOE FAIN 

N.T. LECTOR DAYSHA WHITE 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

    

Sunday July 2nd 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, June 29th -  Office Closed 

Saturday, July 1st -   Great American Weekend - stop by and visit the Guild of St. Margaret’s  
    booth! 
Sunday, July 2nd -   Final day to sign up for Holy Cross Monastery Quiet Day  
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Tuesday, July 4th -   Office Closed.  Happy Independence Day! 

Wednesday, July 5th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass 

Thursday, July 6th -   Office Closed – Mother Ruth Anne and Phyllis out of office 

Saturday, July 8th -   7:30 AM leave for Quiet Day at Holy Cross Monastery 

Sunday, July 9th -   8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, July 12th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  
    Fellowship time following     

Wendy Herm Warrior Scholarship 
Fund 

Envelopes for donations to the Wendy Herm Warri-
or Scholarship Fund are in the back of the church. 
This scholarship, which is being established in 
memory of Wendy Herm, will be awarded to young 
women at Minisink Valley High School who excel in 
both athletics and academics.  ~Mother Ruth Anne 

W e are happy to announce 
that we can now accept 

items for our annual tag sale. 
Please make sure that your do-
nations are "gently used" and 
clean before you bring them to 

us. We are accepting household items, glass-
ware, furniture, and "like new" clothing. Please 
place your items in the hallway downstairs. If 
you are bringing clothes, please bring them on 
hangers. The deadline to bring items in will be 
August 6th. If anyone has any questions, please 
contact Eileen Barrett or Mark Strunsky. ~Eileen 



Pride March 2017 
 This past Sunday, I went with some friends to the Gay Pride March in New 
York City. It’s called a march and not a parade because Gay Pride began as a pro-
test for gay liberation, one year after the Stonewall Riots, which are largely re-
garded as the defining moment in the push for equal rights for lesbians, gays, bi-
sexuals and people who are transgender (LGBT).  

 I have always felt a connection between sexuality and spirituality, since 
both go to the core of a person’s identity.  I remember, as I gradually began under-
standing my sexuality, attending a Mass and part of the Eucharistic Prayer said, 
“the joy of the Resurrection renews the whole world,” and I thought, “the joy of 
the Resurrection even reaches and renews this part of me that I have kept hidden, 
even from myself, for so many years.”  It was a freeing and liberating moment to 

realize that God made every part of me and cherishes every part of me. 

 So it was great to see a strong showing from various religious groups, including our own Episcopal 
Diocese of New York.  The diocesan LGBT Concerns Committee organized a float with a DJ, and numerous 
parishes marched with their banners.  Bishop Dietsche, as has been his custom for a number of years, was 
front and center on the float, waving to the crowds. 

 Forty-eight years after Stonewall, we 
have come a long way in the struggle for gay 
liberation and equality.  While same-sex couples 
can marry (civilly and in the Episcopal Church) 
and LGBT persons can serve openly in the mili-
tary, there are still many cases of discrimina-
tion.  LGBT clergy in the Episcopal Church are, 
for the most part, made to feel welcome, but 
people who are transgender still face a great 
deal of violence worldwide and it is estimated 
that 40% of homeless youth are LGBT and have 
faced family rejection.  We have a long way to 
go - maybe we as a parish want to show our support, dust off our banner and 
march (or ride the float) next year?  ~Tim Powers 

O n July 8th we will be traveling to Holy Cross Monastery for a Quiet Day. As some of you know, Holy 
Cross Monastery is part of the Order of the Holy Cross, a Benedictine Community in the Anglican 

Communion / Episcopal Church, USA. The Order was founded by Father James Otis Sargent Huntington in 
New York City in 1884 (for more information see http://www.holycrossmonastery.com/ ). While only a 
few of our members frequently visit the monastery now, the relationship between Grace Church and Holy 
Cross goes back a very long way.  It is my hope that our Quiet Day at the monastery might introduce a 
whole new group of Grace folks to this wonderful and spirit-filled place.  If you would like to attend the 
Quiet Day, please sign up on the sheets in the back of the church and outside of Phyllis’ office. Our day will 
begin at Holy Cross with the Eucharist at 9:00 AM. We will finish our Quiet Day with a communal lunch at 
12:30 PM. Folks who need to leave early may leave after lunch, but the monastery welcomes those who 
would like to walk the grounds and visit the gift shop.  

Cost for the day is $35 dollars which includes lunch.  A limited number of scholarships are available.  
            ~Mother Ruth Anne 



Ice Crystals 

By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 
 Don’t be afraid, for I am with you.  Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you 
and help you.  I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. --Isaiah 41:10 (NLT) 

 This has been a very tough year for me.  I feel like I would have done better to simply turn my cal-
endar from 2016 to 2018.  We all have times, even years like this. 

 In the midst of one of my storms I read that God is always with us “in the darkest trials.”  But I mis-
read it as God is always with us “on the darkest trails.”  On further reflection, I realized that both are true. 

 We have probably all been on the bereavement trail at some time in our lives, whether we’ve lost 
loved ones, financial security, home, or health.  Shock, denial, grief, anger, grief, anger, grief. . . .  At some 
point, we find ourselves standing at the crossroads where that trail ends, and we are forced to choose 
which way to go.  One road leads to Acceptance.  The other leads to Despair.  We know which way we 
should go, but sometimes nothing is clear to us.  The road to Acceptance may seem very dark, and we can-
not see the way through our tears, while the road to Despair may be all too clear. 

But if we continue to pray and ask God for help, Jesus opens for us a third road, one which we did 
not see and perhaps could not even have imagined.  It is not the road to Acceptance, and certainly not the 
road to Despair, but the road to Healing. 

And we suddenly realize that we are made out of the same stuff from which God made stars.  And 
they sparkle. 

We will weep again.  And probably again many times.  But the healing comes. 

Sometimes our very faith in God is shaken by our dark trials and our dark trails, but when we 
choose to trust Him, to step out in faith and on faith, our trust will be rewarded.  We cannot always see 
the way ahead, but we when we seek the One who calmed the storm and the sea, we will hear Him say to 
our broken hearts and our troubled spirits, “Peace, be still.” (Mk. 4:39) 

There was a bumper crop of prayer shawls to be 
blessed this week. 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

T o subscribe to Events & More from the 
Diocese of NY, please go to http://

www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and fol-
low the link. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/


 

 

 

Sound in Vestments 

One of my favorite things about living in New York is that there are four distinct seasons, but none of them 
is too extreme (at least for the time being). I can think of reasons to look forward to each of them, and by 
the time I start getting sick of the current season, I know the next one is right around the corner. 

One of the things I enjoy about being an Episcopalian is the distinct seasons of the church year. Our Altar 
Guild sees to it that our sanctuary is bedecked in the colors appropriate for each of those seasons while, 
just as reliably, Mother Nature tends to the same task outside the walls of Grace Church. Of course, there 
is more to the changing of the seasons than redecorating. 

We have just embarked upon the longest “season” of the church year—the Second through the Twenty-
Fifth Sundays after Pentecost—which is not really a season at all in the same sense as Advent & Christmas 
and Lent & Easter. The Music Ministry observes this transition by expanding our repertoire of hymns to 
include one each week which does not appear in The Hymnal 1982. (In case you’ve been on vacation for a 
couple of weeks, we’ve sung “How Great Thou Art” and “Nearer, My God, to Thee” so far, both of which 
were excluded from our hymnal in spite of their popularity.) 

Finding an appropriate combination of hymns to complement a particular Proper is more challenging dur-
ing the summer, because suddenly there are thousands of hymns to choose from instead of only 720. This 
week’s inspiration came from Psalm 89, which begins: 

 1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; * 
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 

 2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 

Sunday’s sequence hymn will be “Great is thy faithfulness…”, which is a favorite of Father John’s and, I 
hope, of yours. 

If you have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing this summer, please let me know via e-mail, by 
clicking on my name below. If you are reading this on a piece of paper, just stick a note in my mailbox with 
your name and the title or first line of the hymn. I can’t promise that I will honor your request immediate-
ly, because I like for the hymns to reflect the scripture lessons each week (as I hope you have noticed), but 
I will let you know when we will be singing your hymn and why it’s especially appropriate for that Sunday. 

Of course, if your hymn request is accompanied by a donation to our Organ Maintenance Fund, it will be 
considered with a greater sense of urgency. 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music 
Ministry at Grace, please don’t hesitate to let me know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

 
 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

July 20, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the May 18, 2017 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the April 20, 2017 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when preparing 
your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWEtDY2ZTVXd1eUU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfc1pjTEg3anhLcUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfc1pjTEg3anhLcUE/view?usp=sharing
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mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
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mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
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mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

