
 

June 25, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Gratitude can turn a 
meal into a feast, a house 

into a home, a stranger in-
to a friend.  It makes sense 

of our past, brings peace 
for today, and creates a  

vision for tomor-
row.”  ~Melody Beattie 

“whoever does not 
take up the cross 
and follow me is 

not worthy of me.” 
8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER BOB SEEKAMP 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON DAVID BROKAW 

M.C. CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

THURIFER TORRY GUARDINO 

CRUCIFER ROWAN BLOOMER 

ACOLYTE 1 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR LORRAINE WITKOWSKI 

N.T. LECTOR  

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER   

    

Sunday June 25th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, June 25th -   8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    9:10 AM: Book of Joy Book Group  
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, June 28th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  
    4:00- PM: Five Guys Fundraiser for St. Margaret’s Soup Kitchen  

Thursday, June 29th -  Office Closed 

Sunday, July 2nd -   Final day to sign up for Holy Cross Monastery Quiet Day  
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Tuesday, July 4th -   Office Closed for Independence Day 

Saturday, July 8th -   7:30 AM leave for Quiet Day at Holy Cross Monastery  
     

Dear Friends: 

For those of you who have asked (and those of you 
who have not yet asked ha ha!), Jeremy’s video, 
which was recently featured at the Worker’s United 
Film Festival, is on Youtube. To find it, just search 
for the “Jeremy Bacon Trio” and look for the official 
video for his original composition “Goodnight 
Moon.” You will catch glimpses of the interior of the 
rectory behind Jeremy and a picture of a much 
younger me… Please listen as often as the Spirit 
moves you, as the “views” on a video are im-
portant!   

In Gratitude: Mother Ruth Anne  

(I have included a link to the video.  If you’d like to view 
it, click here.  ~Joe Barrett) 

We are happy to announce 
that we can now accept items 
for our annual tag sale. Please 
make sure that your dona-
tions are "gently used" and 
clean before you bring them 

to us. We are accepting household items, glass-
ware, furniture, and "like new" clothing. Please 
place your items in the hallway downstairs. If 
you are bringing clothes, please bring them on 
hangers. The deadline to bring items in will be 
August 6th. If anyone has any questions, please 
contact Eileen Barrett or Mark Strunsky. ~Eileen 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqhbE27s4nU
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

 

Sound in Vestments 
I am writing this on the first day of summer, which began at 12:24 on Wednesday morning this year. As-
tronomers can calculate the summer solstice down to the nearest second. The only reason it appears to 
vary from year to year is because of idiosyncrasies in our calendar—even so, it always occurs on June 20th, 
21st, or 22nd. The seasons of our church calendar are not nearly as well-behaved. 

Christmas can be counted upon to arrive promptly on December 25th. (The liturgical significance of this 
date is that it’s three days before I have finished my shopping.) Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas, and the first day following The Twelve Days of Christmas, January 6th, is Epiphany. 

Unfortunately, The Easter Bunny is not nearly as punctual as Santa Claus. Easter arrives on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon after the vernal equinox, which can be anywhere between March 22nd and April 
25th. Because the dates of Ash Wednesday (6½ weeks before) and Pentecost (7 weeks after) are tied to 
Easter, a three-month chunk of the church calendar is left floating around in a sea of green known as Ordi-
nary Time. 

Ordinary Time is a series of 33 or 34 Sundays which are not part of a liturgical season in the same sense as 
the four Sundays of Advent, the one or two Sundays of Christmas, or the seven Sundays of Easter. (The six 
Sundays between Ash Wednesday and Easter are not considered part of Lent.) We refer to the Sundays of 
Ordinary Time as the Sundays after Epiphany and the Sundays after Pentecost. 

Each of the three years of the Revised Common Lectionary includes 29 propers to be used during Ordinary 
Time. (A proper is a set of scripture lessons appointed for a particular occasion.) The propers are assigned 
sequentially, so that Proper 29 falls on the last Sunday before Advent, also known as Christ the King Sun-
day. Because Easter was relatively late this year, Propers 1 and 2 were used to extend the green season 
following Epiphany, and we resumed with Proper 6 last week. (We’ll be skipping Propers 3, 4, and 5 this 
year.) 

To further complicate matters, each of the propers offers two options for the Old Testament lesson. “Track 
1” arranges the lessons sequentially, so the order of the lessons reflects the order in which they appear in 
the Bible. “Track 2” arranges the same lessons thematically, so as to complement the Gospel appointed for 
each Sunday. Father John and Mother Ruth Anne both prefer to follow Track 2. 

As always, you can expect this week’s hymns to 
reflect the themes of Sunday’s collect and scripture 
lessons, just as you would expect Ruth Anne’s homily 
to reflect them: 

 372 “Praise to the living God!” 

 296 “We know that Christ is raised 
 and dies no more…” 

  “Nearer, my God, to thee…” 

 537 “Christ for the world we sing!” 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or 
constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music 
Ministry at Grace, please don’t hesitate to let me 
know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

 

 

On July 8th we will be traveling to Holy Cross Monastery for a Quiet Day. As some of you know, Holy Cross 
Monastery is part of the Order of the Holy Cross, a Benedictine Community in the Anglican Communion /
Episcopal Church, USA. The Order was founded by Father James Otis Sargent Huntington in New York City 
in 1884 (for more information click here. While only a few of our members frequently visit the monastery 
now, the relationship between Grace Church and Holy Cross goes back a very long way.  It is my hope that 
our Quiet Day at the monastery might introduce a whole new group of Grace folks to this wonderful and 
spirit-filled place.  If you would like to attend the Quiet Day, please sign up on the sheets in the back of the 
church and outside of Phyllis’ office. Our day will begin at Holy Cross with the Eucharist at 9:00 AM. We will 
finish our Quiet Day with a communal lunch at 12:30 PM. Folks who need to leave early may leave after 
lunch, but the monastery welcomes those who would like to walk the grounds and visit the gift shop.  

Cost for the day is $35 dollars which includes lunch.  A limited number of scholarships are available.   
                 ~Mother Ruth Anne 

http://www.holycrossmonastery.com/


 

 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

July 20, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the May 18, 2017 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the March 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when preparing 
your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWEtDY2ZTVXd1eUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWEtDY2ZTVXd1eUU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfSzFWMllGVjQtVlE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfSzFWMllGVjQtVlE/view?usp=sharing
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http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

