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“Do not abandon   
yourselves to            

despair.  We are the 
Easter people and     

hallelujah is our song.” 
 

Pope John Paul II 

"Were not our hearts burn-
ing within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, 
while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?" 
8:00 AM   

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

ACOLYTE BETH MAISONET 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON TIM POWERS 

M.C. RICK SCOTT 

THURIFER LENORA VAUGHN 

CRUCIFER CAROLANNE CUSACK 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 EILEEN BARRETT 

O.T. LECTOR TIM POWERS 

N.T. LECTOR RICK SCOTT 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER   

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

LEM   

Sunday April 16h 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

EASTER SUNDAY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

7:00 PM APRIL 14, 2017 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 CARLA BOYER 

O.T. LECTOR TO BE ANNOUNCED 

N.T. LECTOR TO BE ANNOUNCED 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

Good Friday 

Upcoming Events 

 
Friday, April 14th -    Good Friday 
     12:00-3:00 PM – the Three Hours  presented by GMIC 
                    7:00 PM –Veneration of the Cross, Mass of the Presanctified 

Saturday, April 15th -   Holy Saturday 
                    9:00 AM - Liturgy of the Word and Prayers 
                    8:00 PM - The Great Vigil and First Mass of Easter 

Sunday, April 16th -    Easter Day 
                    8:00 AM – Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                    9:45 AM – Easter Egg Hunt and Flowering of the Cross 
                    10:30 AM –Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, April 17th -    Office Closed 

Wednesday, April 19th -   10:00 AM – Healing Mass 

Thursday, April 20th -   No  Healing Mass 
                    7:30 PM - Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, April 23rd -    8:00 AM -  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                    9:10 - Book of Joy Book Group 
                   10:30 AM - Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Saturday, April 29th -   1:00 PM - CPR class 

Friday, May 5th -   Tricky Tray set-up 

Saturday, May 6th -    4:00 PM - Tricky Tray 



 

 

 

Making Palm Crosses 



Sound in Vestments 
Easter is a “movable feast”—that is, it can fall on a range of dates, from March 22nd to April 25th. The date 
of Easter depends not only on the Earth’s position in its orbit around the sun, but also on the moon’s posi-
tion in its orbit around the Earth, which tends to complicate the calculation. 

First of all, Easter is always in the Spring, i. e., after the vernal equinox. This year, spring began at 5:28 
A.M. on March 20th. However, Pope Gregory XIII, who created our modern Gregorian Calendar, decreed 
that the equinox would be on March 21st for the purpose of calculating the date of Easter. 

To further complicate matters, it’s important to acknowledge that the events of The Passion take place 
during Passover, which commences on the 15th day of Nisan, the first month of the Hebrew calendar. Un-
like the Gregorian calendar, each of the twelve months of the Hebrew calendar is 29 or 30 days long, with 
each month beginning on a new moon. Thus, the 15th day of Nisan, or of any Jewish month, marks the full 
moon. 

The third (and least complicated) requirement is that Easter must fall on a Sunday. 

The Book of Common Prayer summarizes all this as follows: 

Easter Day is always the Sunday after the full moon that occurs on or after the spring equinox on 
March 21, a date which is fixed in accordance with an ancient ecclesiastical computation, and which 
does not always correspond to the astronomical equinox. 

Taking this year as an example, on March 21st the moon was in its last quarter. (It had been full on the 
12th.) We had to wait until last Tuesday for it to be full again, so Easter is this Sunday. Did you ever notice 
that there always seems to be a full moon during Holy Week? That’s not just a coincidence! 

This Saturday evening, we will be welcoming our neighbors from St. James Episcopal Church in Goshen to 
help us celebrate the Great Vigil and First Mass of Easter. Our choirs have been preparing an anthem 
whose text is taken from Amoretti, a series of 89 sonnets written by Edmund Spencer, in which he memo-
rializes his courtship of Elizabeth Boyle, a young, well-born Anglo-Irish woman. (The sonnets apparently 
had their desired effect, because Edmund and Elizabeth were married on June 11, 1594.) The structure of 
the series is largely based on scripture readings prescribed by The Book of Common Prayer for the 89 days 
from January 23rd to May 17th of that year. Sonnet #68, upon which our anthem is based, corresponds to 
March 31st, which was Easter Sunday: 

Most glorious Lord of life, that on this day 
Didst make Thy triumph over death and sin, 

And having harrowed hell, didst bring away 
Captivity thence captive, us to win: 

This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin, 
And grant that we for whom Thou diddest die, 

Being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin, 
May live forever in felicity: 

And that Thy love we weighing worthily, 
May likewise love Thee for the same again; 

And for Thy sake, that all like dear didst buy, 
With love may one another entertain. 

So let us love, dear love, like as we ought; 
Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught. 

Happy Easter, everybody! 
 
~Mike Saunders 

 

  



 

 

 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service.  Grace 
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you pur-
chase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card 
purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card 
you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

Palm Sunday 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

April 10, 2017 

Holy Monday 

To the Clergy and Parish Leaders of the Diocese of New York: 

My Brothers and Sisters, 

In recent weeks I have been in a number of gatherings of clergy, conversations with parish vestries, and 

meetings of church and institutional boards, and everywhere the subject has been Sanctuary.  The pur-

pose of this letter is to support you in these hard days, in your own advocacy and in your pastoral care of 

the people in your congregations.  It is also to point you toward information and resources from our dio-

cese which will be forthcoming and which may help you to shape your ministry for the specific communi-

ties in which you live.   

I am well aware that the people of our diocese reflect differing political philosophies, but I am equally cer-

tain that even in the midst of division all of us embrace our baptismal charge to "respect the dignity of 

every human being," and the scriptural mandate to welcome the stranger at the gate and care for the 

stranger in our midst.  Any Christian discussion of public policy regarding immigration must begin with 

these accepted principles of our faith.   

The Diocese of New York has a large number of Spanish-speaking congregations, more than most dioces-

es, and it is a fair estimate that perhaps three quarters of the people who make up those congregations 

are undocumented, or in mixed documented-undocumented families.  And those congregations are part 

of a larger picture in which we speak more than a dozen languages at our altars, and are in the whole a 

diocese made up significantly of immigrants.  The stated policy of our government to deport millions of 

people is a direct threat to people who sit in our pews, who are proud to be our brothers and sisters, who 

love the Episcopal Church and work hard for it, and who are happy to call me Obispo Dietsche when I 

come see them.  Many of these good people are now living in fear, living in the shadows, and facing ex-

traordinary uncertainty.   

I want you to know that I, together with Bishops Shin and Glasspool, have joined the amicus briefs in sup-

port of the suits brought by the states of Hawaii and Maryland, and soon, North Carolina, against the 

presidential executive orders which establish immigration policies predicated on unequal religious bias.  It 

is no comfort to be part of the favored religions;  any laws which discriminate against any faith do vio-

lence to all faiths.  We your bishops are happy to represent this diocese in those actions.  We are con-

vinced that this kind of participation in public advocacy is your fair expectation of us.   

Having said that, we are convinced that the specific decisions made about sanctuary, or regarding the pro-

tection and care of threatened people, must be made at the local, grass-roots level.  What advocacy and 

pastoral care will mean in churches made up predominantly of citizens or people with permanent residen-

cy status will necessarily differ from advocacy in churches with many undocumented people.  We have 

seen the beginning of members of our congregations being called in for immigration interviews, and it has 



 

 

 

been more than gratifying to see congregations immediately rising to meet the pastoral challenges faced 

by these people or families:  educating people on their rights, providing legal counsel, accompanying them 

to their interviews, and giving pastoral assistance to families.  These churches make us proud.  

I cannot in fairness advise anyone to break the law, but I remind you that many Christians have faced ar-

rest and prison in their nonviolent service of gospel justice, and that was not their shame but their glory.  I 

promise you that I will respect the pastoral choices that you make, and support you.  We do not need to 

be afraid, for God will grace us with courage, strength and faith for the work we have been given.  In any 

case it is my unequivocal expectation that you will protect and defend the people whom I have given into 

your spiritual care.  You may not be able to prevent deportations, but you must provide every resource 

you have to see that our people are treated fairly and respectfully and have every access to legal, pastoral 

and practical assistance;  that when they turn to us they will be helped.   

You will shortly receive a letter from Bishop Mary Glasspool.  I have asked her to be our source of infor-

mation and resources regarding immigration and sanctuary, and her letter will outline an array of re-

sources which may help you in your pastoral and advocacy leadership.  I also want you to know that we 

have many lawyers attached to our parishes who are prepared to provide pro bono legal counsel to any-

one in jeopardy across our diocese.   

Good things are happening right now.  We do not live as those who have no hope.  I am inspired by the 

work that the Rev. Frank Alagna has done in building ecumenical and interfaith partnerships regarding 

sanctuary in Kingston and Ulster County;  by the impressive and creative study and insight of the Rev. Win-

nie Varghese, whose learnings and resources may be linked from Bishop Glasspool's letter; and by the 

breadth and depth of leadership and counsel that the Rev. Richard Witt of Rural and Migrant Ministries is 

providing to the mostly immigrant community he serves.  Bishop Glasspool's letter will link you to these 

and other resources.   

We can learn from one another.  We are learning as we go along.  We will and we must respect the dignity 

of every human being, and God being our helper, we may make together a new witness to the love of God 

for all people through our Lord Jesus Christ.  This letter comes to you on Holy Monday.  Tomorrow the dea-

cons, priests and bishops of New York will gather in our cathedral to renew the vows and promises by 

which we were brought into ordained ministry.  I so long to see you.  Until then, I remain 

Yours, 

 

 

 

 

The Right Reverend Andrew ML Dietsche 

Bishop of New York 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

April 20, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the February 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the January 19, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in wor-
ship. 

Just click here! 

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Save The Date! 
On Saturday, April 29th, at 1:00 
PM, Grace Church will host a 

CPR Certification class.  The cost is 
$30.00 per person.  A sign-up sheet will 
be  posted on the bulletin board outside 
of Phyllis’ office.  For more information 
contact Connie Herm. 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTkhjUEh6bFFwazA/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTkhjUEh6bFFwazA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
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