
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

February 12, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Never cut a tree down in the win-
tertime.  Never make a negative de-
cision in the low time. Never make 

your most important decisions 
when you are in your worst 

mood. Wait. Be patient. The storm 
will pass. The spring will come.” 

From Tough Times Never Last, But 
Tough People Do! by Thomas Nelson 

“when you are offering your gift 
at the altar, if you remember that 
your brother or sister has some-

thing against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go; first 
be reconciled to your brother or sis-
ter, and then come and offer your 

gift” 
8:00 AM   

CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

2ND CHALICE CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

O.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

N.T. LECTOR CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

M.C. TORRY GUARDINO 

THURIFER TIM POWERS 

CRUCIFER RICK SCOTT 

ACOLYTE 1 MARLENE PRESLEY 

ACOLYTE 2 EILEEN BARRETT 

O.T. LECTOR LORRAINE WITKOWSKI 

N.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

LEM   

Sunday February 12th 
THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, February 11th -  Blessed Absalom Jones Celebration 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the          
    Cathedral of St. John the Divine.  Click here for more information. 

Monday, February 13th -  Guild of St. Margaret’s 
            Training @ 5:30 
            Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Thursday, February 16th -  Vestry Meeting @ 7:30 PM 

Monday, February 20th -  Presidents’ Day / Office Closed 

Sunday, February 26th -  Benefit Concert for St. Margaret’s Guild @ 4:00 PM 

Tuesday, February 28th -  Shrove Tuesday Potluck @ 6:00 PM 

Wednesday, March 1st -  Ash Wednesday services @ 10:00 AM & 7:00 PM 

Friday, March 3rd -   Stations of the Cross and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament  @  
    6:30 PM 

 

Joyce and Bob Smith recently had lunch with Ruth 

and Doug Porto in Florida!  So nice to see them 

looking so well and happy.  We miss you all! 

Refugee Resettlement 

With the Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson, Director, and  
Allison Duvall, Church Relations Manager,  

Episcopal Migration Ministries 
Monday, February 13, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
Conference Room, Cathedral House  

On the Close of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, Manhattan 
A timely talk and discussion about how churches and individuals can welcome refugees into their          

communities. Changes under the new administration will be addressed. 
For more information, click here or contact Steven Lee at slee@stjohndivine.org or 212-316-7483. 

https://www.dioceseny.org/ednyevent/blessed-absalom-jones-celebration/
https://www.stjohndivine.org/visit/calendar/events/pastoral-programs/15651/dialogues-on-race-and-religion-refugee-resettlement
mailto:slee@stjohndivine.org


Sound in Vestments 

This week’s Gospel reading resumes where last week’s ended, in the middle of the Sermon on the Mount. 
In Sunday’s excerpt, Jesus expands upon three of the Commandments. First, he reminds his followers that 
they shall not murder, lest they be “liable to judgement”; but he goes on to say that if they harbor anger 
towards a brother or sister, they will also be liable to judgement. This paragraph of the sermon is the 
source of my favorite offertory preface: 

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, 
and then come and offer your gift. 

The offertory preface is the last thing the choir hears before we present the musical offering that we have 
prepared for you each week. As a choir member, you can’t be at your best if you are harboring ill will to-
ward a fellow chorister or a member of the congregation, so this advice from Jesus is particularly poignant. 

Sunday’s offertory anthem was written in the sixteenth century by Thomas Tallis, one of England’s great-
est composers. Tallis spent much of his career as a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal, where he composed 
and performed during the reigns of Henry VIII (1543–1547), Edward VI (1547–1553), Mary (1553–1558), 
and Elizabeth I (1558–1585, his death). His versatility as a composer allowed him to adjust the style of his 
compositions to accommodate the vastly different tastes of the four monarchs. Throughout his service, 
he was able to avoid the religious controversies that raged around him, while remaining an “unreformed 
Roman Catholic”. 

It was during Edward’s reign that Tallis set to music the following verses from John 14: 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter, that he may abide with you for ev-
er; 

Even the Spirit of truth; [whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.] 

Sunday’s hymns include: 

595 “God of grace and God of glory…” 

626 “Lord, be thy word my rule…” 

304 “I come with joy to meet my Lord…” 

344 “Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing…” 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music 

MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Book of Joy Book Group:  

 If you are interested in joining our next book group 

which will read the new book by Archbishop Des-

mond Tutu, his Holiness the Dalai Lama and Mr. 

Douglas Abrams please contact Mother Ruth Anne 

@ gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com. 

On Sunday, February 12, following coffee 

hour after the 10:30 Eucharist, there will be 

a meeting to plan the upcoming calendar for 

adult education. We will discuss when we 

want to meet and what parts of the Bible 

and/or Christian tradition we would like to 

examine in our upcoming meetings. Please 

bring ideas and suggestions! Feel free to 

contact Tim at tmp617@gmail.com or 646-

584-6002 if you're have suggestions or are 

unable to attend. All are welcome!              

         ~Tim Powers 

Episcopal New Yorker: 

If you would like to receive the Episcopal New 

Yorker and it is not being mailed to your home, 

please contact Mother Ruth Anne 

@ gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com and let 

me know you would like to receive it. Please in-

clude your preferred mailing address in the e-

mail. You may also sign up on the sheet in the 

back of the church. The Episcopal New Yorker is 

available at no cost for Grace Church members. 

Deadline: Monday February 13, 2017. 

Narcan Training at the Guild of St. 
Margaret Soup Kitchen 

The Guild of St. Margaret recently sponsored 2 train-
ing workshops in the administration of Narcan to 
prevent opioid overdose.  These were held at Grace 
Church in Middletown, New York.  After attending a 
similar workshop for faith based leaders in the Mid-
dletown area, Guild of St. Margaret Advisory Board 
members decided that this training could be of great 
benefit to the general community as the opioid epi-
demic is at a crisis level in Orange County New York.   
Reports released in June of 2016 noted that “Orange 
County earned a grim distinction in the nation's on-
going struggle with heroin and opioid painkiller 
abuse in 2014, suffering fatal heroin overdoses at a 
higher rate than any other county in New York for 
which data was available...”( Chris McKenna, The 
Times Herald Record, June 10, 2016).   At The Guild 
of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen we often find that the 
mission of feeding those in need crosses over into 
helping those who are here to find community re-
sources and assistance with issues beyond food.  The 
devastation of families and communities caused by 
opioid addiction and overdose is one that is evident 
to those who work in our program.  This workshop 
was the first effort in our 2017 focus on awareness of 
the issues facing our community and finding ways to 
educate ourselves to strengthen our response.  

Primarily attended by program advisory board mem-
bers and staff, the trainings were open to any inter-
ested community member.  The training and certifi-
cation workshop was carried out by the Alcoholism 
& Drug Abuse Council of Orange County (ADAC).  
ADAC provides programs and services to address 
substance abuse and addiction as a health condition 
that affects the individual, family and the communi-
ty.  It is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the 
public health issue of alcoholism and other drug ad-
dictions.  The workshop not only provided certifica-
tion in the use of Narcan to stop opioid overdose, 
but provided excellent information about the spread 
of the use of opioids in our local community and the 
education, prevention and law enforcement efforts 
to stop its spread.  This was a great first effort in our 
2017 focus on community!  ~Phyllis Guardino 

mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com


 

 

 

 

Stairway to Heaven via Sacred Music 

 Course to begin March 5th 
The eight-week course covering a selection of the greatest works of sacred music that was announced in 

the fall will begin March 5th. Plans are to meet after coffee hour in an area that will accommodate our 

number and also offer good acoustics. The classes do not build on each other, and can be enjoyed either 

individually or on a come-when-you-can basis. Boyd will introduce each work in this survey before playing 

some selections from it. After listening, we’ll discuss our experiences.  

Tentative Schedule 

(March 5) What is Sacred Music? A sampler 

(March 12) The Music of the Mass, Famous examples of Kyrie, Gloria and Credo Movements 

(March 19) More Masses: Credo, Sanctus, Agnus Dei 

(March 26) Handel  (Israel in Egypt, Solomon) 

(April 2) Haydn: Creation, Mass in Time of War    Mozart: Requiem 

(April 9) Mendelssohn: Elijah, St. Paul 

(April 16  - Easter)      No Class  

(April 23) Brahms: Requiem, Schubert Mass  #5, 6                   

(April 30) Requiems: Durufle, Faure and Verdi  

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

P lease remember to take a look at 
the Goodshop Program 

(www.goodshop.com).  You just might 
like it! 

 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service.  Grace 
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you pur-
chase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card 
purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card 
you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/


 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

February 16, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  
All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the December 15, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the November 17, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in wor-
ship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfSXNlX2hNWjF2SXc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfSXNlX2hNWjF2SXc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWlR2cjBfR1pXVUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWlR2cjBfR1pXVUE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

