
 Sunday January 3rd 
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

“It’s time to say goodbye, but I 
think goodbyes are sad and I’d 

much rather say hello.  Hello to a 
new adventure.” 

~Ernie Harwell 

“I pray that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 

of glory, may give you a  

spirit of wisdom and          

revelation as you come to 

know him” 8:00 AM   

CHALICE CLAIRE NEWQUIST  

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

N.T. LECTOR BEV BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM  

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER   

CRUCIFER CAROLANNE CUSACK 

ACOLYTE 1 DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 2 LILLY GUARDINO 

O.T. LECTOR CLOE FAIN 

N.T. LECTOR LIZZY ORTEGA 

INTERCESSOR MORGAN TUBBS 

USHER TORRY GUARDINO 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

LEM   

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html 

January 3, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html


 

Church School News 

January: 

3rd - Children's Sunday - 
Attend Mass 

10th - Class @ 10:30 with Com-
munion 

 17th -  Class @ 10:30 AM with 
Communion 

24th - Class @ 10:30 AM with Communion 

31st - Class @ 10:30 AM with Communion 

While the Christmas morning Mass was going on in church, folks were busy up-

stairs preparing the community dinner and downstairs setting up the gifts. 

Our good friend, Beth, who many have been asking about is in the hospital with pneumonia. 

Her mom reports that Beth can be contacted by mailing to her mother. 

Beth Finger c/o Annette Finger 
11 Lake St., Apt. 5K 
White Plains, NY 10603 



 As We Say Goodbye... 

As Torry said in last week’s Epistle, “Well, that went fast.”  Way too fast for my liking, to be sure.  I’m 

finding it hard to believe that fourteen weeks ago, Father John announced his retirement.  It seemed well 

into the future back then and now we’re looking at it in the rearview mirror.  This past Sunday was Fa-

ther’s last Sunday with us as our Rector.  To say the emotions of the day were high would be an under-

statement.  Thank you to whoever thought ahead and placed extra boxes of tissues around the Church.  It 

kept me from traveling too far when I needed another one. 

Sunday was one of those days when I wished I’d taken after my father’s side of the family, more stoic.  

But, instead, I lean toward my Italian heritage and, generally, my emotions tend to be pretty obvious.  

Sunday I found my voice cracking when I prayed.  I flat out just gave up trying to sing.  My thoughts kept 

wandering and I had to fight to stay focused on the Mass.  I found myself asking for strength; please don’t 

let my voice crack as I read the Prayers of the People.  Let me hold it together, please! 

At the Communion rail I could barely reply with an “Amen,” and it brought me back to a time in 2009, my 

first visit to Grace Church and the first time I met Father.  I had found my way to Grace following an ex-

tended hiatus from religion.  But, something was missing in my life, and I found it that day at our Com-

munion rail.  The same emotions I felt back then I felt on Sunday, just for a different reason.   

While my thoughts this past Sunday were focused on saying good-bye, what gave me strength and gives 

me strength is the fact that over these years we all have become a part of each other’s lives.  While we 

say good-bye to our friends we can take comfort in each other and the fact that we are part of the Grace 

Church family.  And, even though John and Tom will be living in the land of sunshine, they will still be 

part of our family.  So, I’d like to simply say “Thank you, John.”  Thank you for the inspiring words over 

the years; the quiet, contemplative way you approached matters; and for being there to listen when 

someone needed an ear.  Oh, and as was sung on Sunday, “God be with you till we meet again.”              

             ~Joe Barrett 

Dear friends, 

Here are our new addresses.  Please stay in touch. 

Sincerely, 

Father John and Tom 

371 Padova Way 

North Venice, FL 34275 

 

jbwarfel7@gmail.com 

thomas092147@yahoo.com 



 

Father John’s Last Sunday Mass At Grace 



 

10:30 Coffee Hour 

The Farewell Luncheon At  

Limoncello’s (continued on the next page) 



 



 The Wednesday Group  

 Fr. John’s first service at Grace was not a Sunday Mass.  It was the Wednesday morning Healing 

Mass at 10 AM.   

 If I remember correctly (always iffy), the Wednesday Healing Masses at Grace began during the 

AIDS crisis, when care partners would bring their clients to the Mass for the laying on of hands.  The 

Wednesday morning and Thursday evening Healing Masses then continued on. 

 Our Wednesday group is a small, close group.  Through the years we have prayed together every 

Wednesday—in fact, we may have prayed for YOU, if you were ill or otherwise in need of prayers.  We 

have gone through health crises, births and deaths together; we have lost some dear members of our 

group and gained some new dear members.  Through thick and thin we have come to church faithfully on 

Wednesday.   And we even have a child who has grown up with us: Sophie, Kathy Hamilton’s granddaugh-

ter.  She started with us when she was very young, and still joins us when she is out of school.   Missing 

from the photos is Ann Wanser, who has faithfully attended the Wednesday Mass for years. 

So, it is fitting that Fr. John’s last service was the Wednesday Healing Mass. 

We had the chance to say our farewell and extend our best wishes in the same way we have shared this 

time over the years, quietly and intimately and without fanfare.  Thank you, Fr. John, for over 800 

Wednesday Masses.  ~Kathryn Parker 

  



 

Adult education re-
sumes this Sunday. We 

continue with the      
second half of the Book 

of Exodus. 

If you have questions, 
feel free to email Tim at 

tmp617@gmail.com. 

Keep looking here for announcements of 
when we will meet and what we are    

reading.  Remember that each session is       
discreet and self-contained, so if you miss 

one class, just come to the next!             
~Tim Powers 

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer for making 
sign up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier!  Go 

online to                                                             
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html                  
and click on the picture to sign up for an upcom-
ing coffee hour.  Really- that’s all!  Sign up from 
home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.  Also, donations of small plates, 
napkins, cups, plastic ware, coffee, etc., are 

much appreciated.  Help with set-up and clean-
up are needed as well.   

If you have any questions, please call Phyllis in 
the church office or see Lenora. 

 

Try out our new  audio 
mixer to listen to the 10:30 

Sunday Mass live.  No 
matter where you are you 

can join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

P lease remember to 
take a look at the 

Goodshop Program 
(www.goodshop.com).  
You just might like it. 

Grace 

Church   

Calen-

dar 

Click 

W ith the Holiday Season upon us, please remember that ShopRite    
Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after 

each service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from 
ShopRite, while you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can 
make shopping for that special dinner easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of 
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your family meals while helping Grace 
Church.   Please keep us in mind when preparing your holiday shopping lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit 
card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards 

credit card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year From the Church Office! 

Pledge envelopes are ready and will be out in the back of the church beginning Wednesday, December 
23, 2015.  If you do not see your name on envelopes, don’t worry, we have extras!  You may not have 
completed a pledge card which also serves as the request for envelopes.  Please see Phyllis after Mass on 
Sunday, December 27th or call the office during the week if you need envelopes but do not see yours.  
Envelopes will remain in the back of the church until mid-January when the remaining envelopes will be 
mailed out.   

Here are some answers to questions that people often have about pledging and envelopes: 

Do I have to use envelopes?  No!  The only time that you really need to use an envelope is if you are giv-
ing cash – this way the cash donation is credited to the correct pledger. 

What if I miss a week, do I need to put in two separate checks or payments?  Not unless it is easier for 
you – donations are entered by the day they are received, not by the date on the envelope.   

If I forgot my envelope do I have to wait until I have it to make my donation?  No, there are now enve-
lopes in the pews for donations- just put your name and address in the spaces provided and the dona-
tion will be credited to you. 

I can’t find my new envelopes but have some left from previous years- can I just use the old ones?   No, 
please do not use envelopes from previous years!  Occasionally envelope numbers change from year to 
year and if you use old envelopes your donation may be recorded to someone else.  Please discard any 
old envelopes you may have! 

I can’t remember if I have met my pledge this year- is there any way to find out?  Yes, call the office and 
request a pledge report for you which will show all donations received vs any pledges made.  These re-
ports can be emailed or mailed to you. 

I don’t feel that I can make a pledge but would like to give weekly or monthly to the church.  Does that 
mean I can’t get envelopes?  No, everyone can get envelopes – please call or email the office to request 
envelopes if you need them. 

If you have a question about pledging, giving, or envelopes, please contact the church office at (845) 343-
6101 or email gracesec@warwick.net  



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being 
here today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in 
the front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collec-
tion plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on January 21st from 

7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the October 15, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the November 19, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

N ame that Baby needs your con-
tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-
lowing questions, which can be sent 
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth  Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 
   you that we may not know  
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