
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Sunday, Nov. 4 

 

“The  
best thing to 

hold onto  
in life is  

each other.” 
 

— Audrey Hepburn  

November 4, 2018    Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

8:00 AM  

Chalice Kathy Hamilton 

2nd Chalice Carla Boyer 

Acolyte Carla Boyer 

O.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

N.T. Lector Bev Bailey 

Intercessor Allison McLean 

Usher Allison McLean 

Usher Gail Lichwick 

10:30 AM   

Subdeacon Claire Newquist 

M.C. Rick Scott 

Thurifer David Brokaw 

Crucifer Rowan Bloomer 

Acolyte 1 Marlene Presley 

Acolyte 2 Bubba White 

O.T. Lector Lorraine Witkowski 

N.T. Lector Daysha White 

Intercessor Joseph Barrett 

Usher Joseph Barrett 

Usher Bob Warner 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org
mailto:gracesec@warwick.net


Our Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
  
All good and well-meaning people in America and across the world are horrified and heartbroken over the mass shooting 
that took place at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh this weekend. This may have been the largest assault on American 
Jews in our history, and has happened at a time when there remain many among us, including some of the victims of Sat-
urday’s massacre, who lived through and can remember the Holocaust in Europe of the 1930s and 1940s. Vicious, violent 
anti-Semitism has been a continuous dark current through western culture century after century; it has erupted in some of 
the most horrific chapters of our history, and some of the most extreme campaigns of human brutality; and, on Saturday 
we were reminded in the most painful way that this sheer evil continues to reside in the deep pathology of American reli-
gious, racial and ethnic hatreds. 
 
Every community of faith, and the larger society around us, are recoiling at this violent crime of religious hatred in our 
midst. Everywhere are prayers for the dead and wounded, for the bereaved, and for a shattered community. The people of 
Tree of Life, and of Squirrel Hill in Pittsburgh, will know, I am certain, the compassion and love of the much larger body of 
people who feel the deep wound of this violence alongside our Jewish brothers and sisters in Pittsburgh. To all of them this 
diocese extends our love and grief and the embrace of our common humanity. And the rich fabric of constant prayer. 
 
But this terrible act came at the end of a week when we saw some fourteen or more bombs sent through the mail to politi-
cal leaders and the news media. That those bombs brought no loss of life is a grace, but the fact of them, sent by an ex-
treme far-right politically motivated attacker, has shaken the foundation of a country preparing right now to exercise the 
sacrament of its democracy. 
 
Something essential and needed in our common life is coming undone. Some foundation upon which we believed we 
stood is crumbling. Some thread, by which we were bound together, has been cut, and we are falling away from one an-
other into warring camps and tribal divisions. I have had vestry persons in our parishes tell me that their congregations are 
so divided that “we can’t even talk to each other anymore.” At church! Everywhere is the fear that those treasured demo-
cratic values and bonds of community by which we have ordered our common life across our differences, by which we 
have endured and survived crisis upon crisis throughout our history, may now be spinning away from us. Who are we actu-
ally? And what may we become? 
 
In the face of such a societal crisis, and in this vacuum of political leadership, it is more important than ever that we, the 
church, be the church. That we choose the gospel witness. We must make now, as ever, no peace with evil, and continue 
our conviction in the love of God for all people through our Lord Jesus Christ, and for the generosity and freedom and 
equality and compassion and welcome that this love of God requires of us. These principles must inform everything we do 
as a church: when we are being pastors and caregivers to one another; when we pray for those who do not pray for us; 
when we pray for the victims of hate; when we are reaching out to the least, the last and the lost among us; when we are 
learning in interfaith commonality the thousand faces of God; when we stand as one in advocacy for racial and ethnic and 
gender and LGBT equality; when we come before the altar to receive the absolving, reconciling love of God in Christ and 
then turn to this broken world to make our peace. And, too, when we look across the political and cultural divide and ex-
tend ourselves for the possibility of something new. To invite, beckon and call those whom we might otherwise name ad-
versary or opponent or enemy into the enfolding love of communion. That we may make every sacrifice for the sake of the 
Kingdom. So that we may be repairers of the breach. This is what our Presiding Bishop meant in his royal wedding ser-
mon: “love is power.” The power to transform. That simple proclamation, which galvanized the world, is our hope for the 
world; that the love of God, and the powerful expression of it in your life and mine, may make all things new. 
  
With every good wish, I remain yours, 
 
 
 
 
 
The Right Reverend Andrew ML Dietsche 
Bishop of New York 



The solution will be published in next week’s Epistle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, Nov 3 -  2:00 AM: Daylight Savings Time ends 

Sunday, Nov. 4 -   8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I  
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, Nov. 7 –   10:00 AM: Healing Mass 

Sunday, Nov. 11-   8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I  
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are avail-

able for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-

vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of 

the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase 

the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can 

make shopping for the family easy.  Our ongo-

ing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 

prepare your meals 

while helping Grace  

Church.  Please keep 

us in mind when pre-

paring your shopping 

lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce 

that we can now accept credit card 

purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you 

use a rewards credit card you can now accumu-

late points while supporting Grace Church!   

Last Week’s Puzzle Solution 

http://gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


Sound in Vestments 

I am writing this on All Saints’ Day (November 1st), one of the seven Principal 

Feasts of the Episcopal Church. The saints whom we remember on this occasion 

are not just the ones who have churches and hospitals named after them—they 

have feast days of their own. Today we celebrate the powerful spiritual bond 

between those in heaven, the Church Triumphant, and those of us still “fighting 

the good fight” here below, the Church Militant. Collectively, we are known as 

the Communion of Saints. Since All Saints’ Day fell on a Thursday this year, we 

will be celebrating it this Sunday, as is our tradition.  

To mark the occasion, the choir has prepared a setting of “Ye watchers and ye holy ones…”, set to the 

tune Lasst uns erfreuen, which you will recognize from our hymnal. Lasst uns erfreuen was first pub-

lished in 1623 in a German hymnal called Auserlesene, Catholische, Geistliche Kirchengesäng (Selected 

Catholic Spiritual Church-Songs), which was edited by Friedrich Spee, a Jesuit priest who is also wide-

ly credited as the composer of the hymn. Although Spee was a prolific hymn writer, he was more influ-

ential during his lifetime as an opponent of the methods used in witch trials, which typically involved 

torturing the defendant on the rack until she confessed. (If she was able to withstand the torture with-

out confessing, that was also regarded as evidence of sorcery.) He wrote a treatise called Cautio  Crimi-

nalis (Precautions for Prosecutors), which led to the gradual suppression of torture and witch-burning in Ger-

many. 

During Communion, our choir will sing an a cappella setting of the following text: 

Holy is the true light, and passing wonderful, 

lending radiance to them that endured in the heat of the conflict: 

from Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendour, 

wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore. Alleluia. 

Sunday’s hymns include: 

293 “I sing a song of the saints of God…”  

583 “O holy city, seen of John…” 

623 “O what their joy and their glory must be…” 

287 “For all the saints…” (When this hymn was first published in 1864, it had eleven verses!  

 You will be happy to know that we will be singing only eight.) 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music 

Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders 

Director of Music 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


As almost everyone knows, the annual Crafte Faire is our largest 
fundraising event.  This event involves a great deal of work and 
fellowship from our congregation.  Every year at the end of the 
day, I am so amazed at how well we all have worked together!  I 
know this year will not be any different.   
 
There are many facets of the Crafte Faire that you can be a part 
of, from baking an item for the bake sale, to selling items 
(grandma’s attic, raffle tickets, 50/50), to greeting people as they 
come in and explaining the Holiday Craft Trail, or manning our own 
craft table. We have a few openings in our food services area 
(Fish & Chips servers and table bus persons are needed).  And, 
let’s not forget about our Tea!  Many hands are needed to prep the 
food for our Traditional English High Tea, as well as 
serve the many delightful snacks.  If you can help, 
we would love to have you.  Even if it is for one hour, 
we’ll take it!  Our clean-up crew starts working at 3 

pm to return the church back to normal for Sunday services.   If you can’t make it on 
the day of the fair, but can help the evening before, we start setting up on Fri-
day.  Please consider helping in any way that you can. The sign-up sheets are posted 
on the bulletin board outside of the offices.     

24th Annual Crafte Faire - November 17th  



 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

        Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  jlcomg83@gmail.com 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net  

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net                          Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com     

 

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to  http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You may 
sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386-
5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.  
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies.  When you see something yum-
my on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available.  Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee 
Hour together.  

 Donations of funds or supplies are always accepted gladly, and if you don’t feel up to the task of hosting 
a coffee hour, you may make a monetary donation and we will happily shop for you. 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

October 18th starting at 7:30 pm.   
All are invited to attend! 

To read the highlights of the August 16, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here. 

 To read the highlights of the September 20, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here. 
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Clerk of the Vestry needed. After three years of dedicated service as 
Clerk to the Vestry, Eileen Bloomer will be taking a much needed and 
much deserved break.  Therefore, the Vestry is seeking a new Clerk to the 
Vestry.  If you feel so called to volunteer for this ministry, please con-
tact Fr. Vic, Claire Newquist or Joe Barrett.  Thank you! 

Fr. Victor is offering a Bible study on the Gospel of Luke following 
the coffee hour after the 10:30 Eucharist. Join us for one or for all of 
the series. If you have questions, see Fr. Victor or Tim.  

Weekly Bible Study 


