
 

8:00 AM NOVEMBER 16, 2014 

CHALICE CUSACK, COLIN 

2ND CHALICE HAMILTON, KATHY 

ACOLYTE HAMILTON, KATHY 

O.T. LECTOR CUSACK, JANET 

N.T. LECTOR BOYER, CARLA 

INTERCESSOR GOGGINS, DAVID 

USHER GOGGINS, DAVID 

USHER CUSACK, JANET 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON SCOTT, RICK 

M.C. NEWQUIST,CLAIRE 

THURIFER BROKAW, DAVID 

CRUCIFER BARRETT, EILEEN 

ACOLYTE 1 PRESLEY, MARLENE 

ACOLYTE 2 GUARDINO, TORRY 

O.T. LECTOR SCOTT, RICK 

N.T. LECTOR NEWQUIST, CLAIRE 

INTERCESSOR STRUNSKY, MARK 

USHER STRUNSKY, MARK 

USHER RUSHEY, VIRGINIA 

 BARRETT, EILEEN 

Sunday November 16th  
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html 

November 16, 2014 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“The nonviolent approach does not 

immediately change the heart of 

the oppressor. It first does some-

thing to the hearts and souls of 

those committed to it. It gives 

them new self-respect; it calls up 

resources of strength and courage 

they did not know they had.” 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“To you I lift up my 

eyes, to you enthroned 

in the heavens." 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org
mailto:gracesec@warwick.net


 

Church School Schedule 
November: 
16th - class;  Tim Powers will lead a class for youth planning to be 
confirmed in the Spring 2015 
23rd - class 
30th - no class;  Thanksgiving weekend 

December:   
7th - Children’s Mass 
14th - class and pageant practice 

       21st - class and pageant practice 
       24th - Family Mass and Children's Pageant at 4 PM 

  The Grace Church Youth Group will be making fresh Advent wreaths later 
this month. Orders are currently being accepted for a beautiful wreath of 
fresh balsam greens with three purple and one pink candle.  

   An Advent wreath is a perfect way to celebrate this special season at 
home.  A beautiful symbol of Advent, the wreath makes a perfect center-
piece and helps us to keep a focus on the liturgical season.  An order form 
is available on the bulletin board and orders will be taken at the Craft 
Faire.  Orders may also be emailed to acfain@earthlink.net  The cost will 
be $20 each and profits from the sale of Advent wreaths will help to fund 
future youth group activities.  We appreciate having all orders in by Sun-
day 11/16.   Thank you.  ~Anne Caldwell 

Grace 

Church   

Calendar 

 
Click 

Here 

mailto:acfain@earthlink.net
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

ICE CRYSTALS 
By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 

                 “First, I thank my God, through Jesus Christ, for all of you; because the whole world is hear-
ing of your faith.” -- Romans 1:8 (TEV) 

                Most of our holidays have lost their meaning somewhere between the mall and the parking 
lot, but Thanksgiving was different.  Though the stores began to show Christmas decorations as soon 
as they could clear the back-to-school supplies off the shelves, the shopping frenzy came after-
ward.  True, Halloween was squeezed in somewhere, but Halloween, for all but children, some har-
vest festivals, and a few school homecomings had all but been phased out. 

                If you sought Thanksgiving cards, you mostly sought in vain, but Thanksgiving--the truly 
American family holiday, when family and friends could celebrate with turkey and all the fixings for 
whatever region of the country you lived in--was still there. 

Unlike the recent politically correct shadows cast over Columbus Day, Halloween, and Christmas, 
there was nothing ugly or worrisome about Thanksgiving.  You could not offend anyone by wishing 
them a Happy Thanksgiving or by decorating your house or office or by admitting that you celebrat-
ed the holiday.  Outside of the medical profession, the military, and emergency personnel, no one 
winced and said they had to work that day, for nearly everyone had the day off.  Even most church 
services were held in the evening, either before or after, though I never met a priest or a choir mem-
ber who resented going to church to give thanks to the Lord.  That is, after all, the main point of 
Thanksgiving. 

But beginning in 2013, the commercialism of greed and, of what is gently described as con-
venience for the customers, has overtaken Thanksgiving.  In the rush to make a buck, supervisors, 
clerks and delivery people, and small business owners, fearful they will lose their jobs or their busi-
nesses, have been sacrificed so that we can shop, as if we had no other days we could do 
that.  Workers can no longer spend the time with their families, but must service the greed of the 
marketplace. 

Thanksgiving is a day to give thanks to God for gifts He has given us.  We may celebrate by 
stuffing our turkeys and ourselves, but that is better than going out to buy more stuff, which we do 
not need.  It is a day to spend with family and friends and to give thanks to God for the peace and 
prosperity of the land we live in.  It is a day to give thanks to God for Life and Peace, for Truth and 
Salvation.  It is not a day to run to the malls and shopping centers. 

Are our families so insufferable that we must rush away from the table to escape them?  Or 
is our rush to find a parking place and to grab up the bargains that have been raised in price so they 
can be discounted?  You know you’ll find better bargains closer to Christmas when the merchants 
are desperate to clear inventory before the new year. 

If you feel you must go shopping this Thanksgiving, please stop and look at the clerks and small busi-
ness owners who cannot be with their families.  Try to think about how your actions are affecting 
those families as well. 

Thanksgiving is one of the most beautiful holidays on our calendar.  Please have a very    
Happy Thanksgiving.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

Crafte Faire Wrap-up 

As you may have heard, this year’s Crafte Faire 
was a tremendous success.    Our parish com-
munity came together and raised an incredible 
$6,400.00.  A lot of work goes into our Crafte 
Faire and it wouldn’t have been such a great 
event without the many people who contrib-
uted their time and talents: those who made 
phone calls, baked goods, made crafts, pre-
pared and served food, moved tables, hung 
decorations, handled the advertising and did 
the myriad of tasks that needed to be done.  
At such events you generally only see the faces 
up front, the volunteers who make announce-
ments at Mass, who work the different sales 
tables or post information in the Epistle, but it 
is the Grace family, coming together, each in 
their own way, that pulls such functions to-
gether. 

Thank you to everyone who participated to 
make this year’s faire a wonderful success.  I 
know I enjoyed walking around the Church, 
shopping at the vendor tables, visiting with 
members of the community, feasting on a deli-
cious fish and chips lunch (and I do not usually 
eat fish) and ending the day with a nice cup of 
hot tea, fabulous desserts and great company!  
I am already looking forward to next year. 
~Eileen Barrett 

More   

pictures 

on the 

next page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we are 
glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to 
the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and or sign our visitor log book 
in the front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in 
the collection plate.  

  Thank-you and Welcome!  

Vestry News 
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on August 1th from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

 

 To read the highlights of the 

June 20, 2013 Vestry meeting, 

click here. 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com     Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net                 Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco  mdenisco@hvc.rr.com                    Andrew Higgins  ahiggins@balchem.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com   Ade Oluwasusi  omoarinjale@optonline.net 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are 
available for sale EVERY Sunday after 
each service.  Grace Church receives 
5% on the sale of the cards from 
ShopRite, while you purchase the 
cards at face value!  Please keep us in 

mind for your next grocery shopping trip!  This is a great 
way to support Grace while shopping for the week or 
that special dinner. 
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can 
now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift 
cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now 
accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on November 20th from 

7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are   invited 

to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the August 21, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the September 25, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
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