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Sunday May 17th 

Seventh Sunday Of Easter 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html 

May 17, 2015 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We don’t have to wait for some 

grand utopian future. The future 

is an infinite succession of       

presents, and to live now as we 

think human beings should live, 

in defiance of all that is bad 

around us, is itself a marvelous 

victory.” 

Howard Zinn  

"Happy are they who 
have not walked in the 
counsel of the wicked, 

nor lingered in the way 
of sinners, nor sat in 
the seats of the scorn-

ful!”  

Reminder 
Father John is away on vacation 
this week and there will be no 

Masses this Sunday.  There will be 
a 9:00 AM morning prayer service. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2015.html


 

 The English Reformation 
 The break that established the Church of England as distinct from the Roman Church happened be-
tween the years 1532 and 1534, when Henry VIII sought an annulment of his marriage to Katherine of Ara-
gon.  We tend to think that Henry’s libido is what caused the English church to be established, but that is a 
rather narrow view. Henry himself was very Catholic in his own spirituality and practice; Mass continued 
to be celebrated in Latin in Henry’s private chapel and he held beliefs that were considered orthodox by 
the Church of Rome. 

 A friend of mine, who is Roman Catholic, said to me once, “I don’t like the way in which the Church 
of England was founded.” I replied, “I don’t like the way the Roman Church was founded.” Pope Clement 
VII had been granting annulments left, right and center to other sovereigns and high-ranking nobles.  He 
refused to grant Henry an annulment because Katherine of Aragon was the aunt of the Holy Roman Em-
peror and the Emperor was basically holding the Pope hostage and demanding that he deny the request 
for an annulment.  Clement’s decision in the case of Henry Tudor and Katherine of Aragon was purely po-
litical and had no spiritual motives at all. 

 The Act of Supremacy 1534 stated that no foreign power could be exercised in the realm of Eng-
land.  Henry wanted no limits on his sovereignty.  When his son, Edward VII succeeded to the throne, 
many Protestant reforms were enacted in England.  Edward was raised as a Protestant, and was also taken 
advantage of by his ministers, being young (aged 9) when he succeeded to the throne. 

 In 1553, Edward died and his half-sister Mary came to the throne.  Mary was the child of Katherine 
of Aragon, and was married to King Philip of Spain.  She was brought up as a Catholic and tried to return 
England to Roman Catholicism.  She persecuted English Protestants and executed many Protestants.  Mary 
died without producing a child, and so her sister, the Protestant Elizabeth ruled England beginning in 1558. 

 In 1559, an act of Parliament established what has been known as the Elizabethan Settlement. 
Queen Elizabeth said that she didn’t care what a person actually believed as long as he did what was re-
quired of him as an English subject.  The Act of Uniformity was passed in 1559, stating that the English sov-
ereign was, in fact, sovereign in his/her kingdom and no other foreign power could impact England. 

 Queen Elizabeth I cited Joseph of Arimathea as evidence of the antiquity of English Church over and 
against Rome. Her establishment of the English Church started the via media (the “middle way”) that is 
distinctive to the Anglican Communion.  Anglicans claim to be both reformed and catholic.  It would be ac-
curate to call the Episcopal Church (and the other churches of the Anglican Communion) “Reformed Catho-
lic.”   

 It took the Pope eleven years to respond to Queen Elizabeth.  In 1570, Pope Pius V issued the docu-
ment Regnans in Excelsis, which excommunicated Elizabeth.  Eleven years plus into the Reformation in 
England, the pope’s excommunication meant nothing.  The English Church continued on its distinctive 
path, and it continued in the American 
colonies, where the Church of England 
was the established church in many of 
the colonies.  Next, the Church in 
America.  ~Tim Powers 

This past Sunday 

was the annual 

blessing of our 

Churchyard.  It 

took place after a 

combined 9:00 am 

Mass and before 

the Annual 

Meeting. 

 



 

 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 

when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while    
supporting Grace Church!   

Church School Schedule 
May: 
 17th  - Class at 9:00 AM during morning prayer 

 24th - Memorial Day - no class 

 31st  - Class - making Father's Day cards  

  June: 
  7th - Children’s Sunday 

Adult Education - Preparing To Study Scripture 
The two week class, which I'm calling "Preparing to Study Scripture," will begin on May 17 
(there is one 9am service, so we will start around 11ish), and will conclude on May 24 after 
the 10:30 Eucharist (so a start time of around 12:15).  Both classes will last about an hour 
(maybe a little more), and I want to stress that both are stand-alone and neither is neces-

sary to complete the first course of scripture studies that will begin in September with the book of Exo-
dus.  We will look at things like scripture translations, academic approaches to scripture and spiritual con-
siderations when approaching scripture.  The first set of classes in 
September will start with Exodus, and we'll talk this time about why 
we would start with the second book of the Bible and not the 
first.  ~Tim Powers 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in worship.                   Just click here! 

Grace 

Church   

Calendar Click Here 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

Senior Warden’s Report to the 170th Annual Meeting of Grace Church 

But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are                         

possible.” (Matthew 19:26) 

Sometimes we look around and all we can see are things that are missing, in need of repair, out of place, 
or simply just not done.  Then we inevitably ask ourselves, or each other, “How can we possibly get all of 
this taken care of?”  It seems impossible that there is ever enough time, or enough help, and we’re usual-
ly not discussing in vestry meetings what we should do with all the extra money in our coffers.  But little 
by little walls are patched, roofs are repaired, and water heaters are fixed.  All the while we continue to 
worship, tend to our ministries, and grow as a parish family. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank John Cusack, as he completes his third and final term as Jun-
ior Warden.  His dedication and service are greatly appreciated, as he continues to be a key contributor to 
the wellbeing of our parish family.  He is actively involved in numerous areas of our parish life--as Direc-
tor of the church school, as a member of the Guild of St. Margaret Advisory Board--and has taken on lead-
ership roles in multiple committees.  And even though his term as Junior Warden expires today, I’m sure 
we will continue to lean on John and his willingness to give of himself for the good of the parish.  Thank 
you, John. 

It seems sometimes that our many ministries just happen, but that of course is not true.  They depend on 
the dedication, talents, and hard work of many people.  Speaking for the current vestry, we are apprecia-
tive of all that our Church family does to make Grace a special place to worship and commune, with God 
and each other.  We are blessed with members who, through their gifts of time, talent, and treasure, 
have taken on the work of carrying out our ministry by participating in the life, worship, and governance 
of this parish.  Much has been done, and we must always take time out to appreciate all that God has giv-
en us and what we have been able to accomplish.  Of course we have, and will always have, more to do.  
Speaking for myself, and I hope for many of us, I know that through God’s help we will continue to ac-
complish even more.  And as we do so, I know of nowhere that I would rather be than at Grace Church 

with this parish family. ~Torry Guardino, Senior Warden, May 10, 

2015 

 



 

Spring is finally here!!! 

Time to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather.  But, when the weather is not so beautiful, 
you can clean out your closets, basements and attics!  What can you do with all that unwanted 

stuff??  You can bring it to Church for us to sell in our annual tag sale!   
We accept all items EXCEPT electronic devices.  Please bring in your unwanted items and leave 
them in the hallway in the basement, outside the arts & crafts room.  Deadline for drop-offs is    

August 1st.   
If anyone has any questions, please see myself, Mark Strunsky or Cindy Johnson. 

Happy cleaning! ~Eileen Barrett 

Tricky Tray 

Our third, annual Tricky Tray fundraiser is on Saturday, May 16 - just a little over two weeks away!  We 
need everyone's help to make this event even more successful than last year. There are many ways to 
help out and contribute.  Please stop by the sign-up table in the Boardroom to choose a theme basket or 
two, and sign up for set-up, helping during the event, or clean-up, and pick up a flyer to post.  The flyer is 
also included in this Epistle and every parishioner will receive an informational letter with options 
for participating in this important fundraiser.  Please return the bottom portion of the letter to the church 
office.  Thank you!   

Here are many more ways you can help: 

 Donate a major prize (Yankee Tickets, Flat Screen TV, iPad, etc.) or contribute toward a major prize 

 Make theme baskets to donate or donate money and we will make a basket for you 

 Donate baskets in good condition  - we will create a theme basket 

 Post flyers at work, gym, daycare, community organizations, etc.  

 Solicit donations from local businesses 

 Deploy a sign at a well-traveled location (available at church) 

 Email your friends, family, and co-workers, and ask them to come out on May 16 to support the event 

 Post information on social media 

 Help with set-up on Friday May 15 in the afternoon  - early evening 

 Help on the day of the event  - sell tickets, assist guests, food sales and clean-up 

 Bring family and friends to Tricky Tray and have fun! 

If you have a question or would like more information, please see a committee member: Sue Scott, Meg 
Catizone, Chris Parrella, Claire Newquist, and Anne Caldwell.  You can also call Phyllis during the week or 
Anne at 845-283-9142.  

 



 



 



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the 
front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection 
plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Boardroom on May 21st from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

N ame that Baby needs your con-

tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-

lowing questions, which can be sent 

by email to  kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth             Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies            Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 

   you that we may not know.  

Please submit your questions for our column 

“Ask Fr. John.”  Remember, if you are won-

dering about something, chances are others 

are as well.  You can submit directly to Fr. 

John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your 

question to Kathryn or Joe.    

 To read the highlights of the February 19, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the March 19, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

mailto:tguardino@earthlink.net
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:dcat@frontiernet.net
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:gracemdt@warwick.net
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfS2NRNXp0Nk0yVFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfdl9GRmxZSnBwY3M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfdl9GRmxZSnBwY3M/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MVpRf_3J9gii3WYQPsexSoN3ldLAo8nlEt_9Ufsboeo/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfOUNuLURRc2JQMEk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfOUNuLURRc2JQMEk/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit

