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“One of the lessons that I 
grew up with was to     
always stay true to 

yourself and never let 
what somebody says 

distract you from your 
goals.”   

~Michelle Obama 

“Let the words of my 
mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable 

in your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my           

redeemer.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

ACOLYTE CARLA BOYER 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEV BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR JANET CUSACK 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

M.C. RICK SCOTT 

THURIFER LENORA VAUGHN 

CRUCIFER DAVID WHITE 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 ROWAN BLOOMER 

O.T. LECTOR LIZZY ORTEGA 

N.T. LECTOR DAYSHA WHITE 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER   

USHER BOB WARNER 

Sunday March 4th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2018.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Friday, March 2nd -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 

Sunday, March 4th -  Grace Church welcomes back Mother Deborah Dresser from vacation. 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, March 6th -  Stations of the Cross 
    10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Friday, March 9th -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 
    7:00 PM:  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, March 11th -  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS!  
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, March 13th - Stations of the Cross 
    10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Thursday, March 15th - 7:30 PM:  Monthly Vestry meeting 

Friday, March 16th -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 
    7:00 PM:  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, March 18th -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Tuesday, March 20th - Stations of the Cross 
    10:00 AM:  Healing Mass 

Friday, March 23rd -  6:30 PM:  Stations of the Cross 
    7:00 PM:  Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 

Sunday, March 25th -  Palm Sunday 
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

If you're not receiving a paper copy of 
the Episcopal New Yorker but would 

like to, email Andrew Gary               
atagary@dioceseny.org with your 

name, mailing address, and the name 
of the congregation where you are a      

member. 

Getting to know each other: 
Its time to update our Grace Church photo wall in the 
lobby!  It would be nice to have more current pictures 
to welcome our Rector candidates and our new Rector 
when he or she comes.  We have several photogra-
phers in the parish, and we can arrange to have them 
available after both Masses in March and April to take 
pictures of individuals and/or families.  As soon as we 
know for certain when our photographers will be 
available, we will post this information on the bulletin 
board outside Phyllis' office and in the Epistle.  So keep 
a look out for the dates.  ~Claire Newquist 

mailto:atagary@dioceseny.org


 

 

 

S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are 
available for sale EVERY Sunday after 

each service.  Grace Church receives 5% on 
the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  
Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for the 
family easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of 
Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare your 
meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please 
keep us in mind when preparing your shop-
ping lists! 

W e are 
happy 

and pleased 
to announce 
that we can 
now accept 
credit card 
purchases 
for the 

ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards 
credit card you can now accumulate points 
while supporting Grace Church!   

Adult Bible Study 
During Lent, the Bible study group 
will be reading through the letters 
to the Corinthians, with an eye to 
reconstructing the community at 
Corinth in the time of Paul. Who 
were the members of the commu-
nity? What conflicts were there 
and what strengths were there? 

Come to one or all of the sessions. If you’ve been 
wondering what Bible study is like, there’s no better 
time to try it than Lent!  ~Tim Powers 

Fr. Peter Sipple celebrated his last 
Mass with us on Sunday.  We 
wish Fr. Sipple and his wife all the 
best as they move from the area. 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

   

 

Sound in Vestments 
The efforts of our Music Ministry are not confined within the walls of Grace Church. This Sunday, March 
4th, at 3:00 p.m., our choir will proudly represent Grace Church at the sixth annual Interfaith Choir Festival, 
sponsored by the Greater Middletown Interfaith Council. The festival takes place at the United Presbyteri-
an Church on Orchard Street. (That’s the big brick church which you can see from our churchyard.) 

Unless you are directly involved in the GMIC, you are probably underestimating the diversity of Mid-
dletown’s faith community. I was, until we participated in the first of these festivals in the spring 
of 2013. This year’s celebration will feature musicians representing ten different congregations. The festi-
val culminates with the combined choirs singing “We Can Be Kind” and “Let There Be Peace on Earth”, un-
der the direction of Rev. Charles Ryu of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. 

There is no admission charge, but a free-will offering will be collected for the benefit of the Community 
Warming Station. Since it opened in November of 2008, the Warming Station has provided a hot meal and 
a bed to hundreds of our homeless neighbors during the coldest months of each year. This ministry is 
housed at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and administered by the Greater Middletown Interfaith 
Council. Although it is staffed primarily by volunteers, there is a significant amount of overhead involved 
in providing a community service of this scale—about $35,000 per year. The GMIC raises this money en-
tirely through donations and fund-raising events like the Choir Festival. I hope you can join us this Sunday 
for an afternoon of beautiful music, offered on behalf of a noble cause. 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

   

 

 

On Sunday February 11th, Tim addressed our Church 
School children.  He explained our Mass, the vessels and 
linens we use for Communion, and the special garments 
worn by priests.  Everyone learned a lot!  ~Anne Caldwell 

Staff Positions Update 
On behalf of the Wardens, Vestry and Personnel Committee, I am pleased to announce that we have 
filled the two staff positions which were previously advertised in the Epistle.  Ally Gutierrez has accepted 
the position of Parish Secretary and will be starting work on March 1.  Ally will be working part time and 
will be in the office Tuesday-Friday each week.  Liz Bloomer has accepted the position of Office Assistant 
for the Guild of St Margaret. Liz will begin work in May of this year and will be working Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday of each week.   

The nursery area is being converted into office space for Ally and Liz.  As I write, desks are being assem-
bled and the electrician has been hard at work adding outlets and updating the wiring so that their com-
puters can be set up.  We also anticipate moving the large copy machine from Phyllis' office into this 
space. The next time that you are in the Parish House take a peek into the space and see the changes. 
For the present, the church office hours will be Monday - Friday from 10 am to 2 pm.  If you need to con-
tact the Parish Office, please try to do so during these hours.  If there is a need to contact someone for an 
emergency outside of the office hours, please call the church or one of the wardens.  

If you have any questions about whats happening, please feel free to ask Torry Guardino or Claire 
Newquist or Phyllis Guardino.  ~Claire Newquist 



 

 

   

 



 

 

   

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

March 15th starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the January 18, 

2018 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the December 21, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go online to http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee 

hour.  Sign-up from home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.   Some-
times, signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, bring or 
buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, forks, spoons, creamers and 

coffee.   Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, thank you for all that you do for 
Grace Church! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
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