
 

December 3, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“We have spent so much of our 
history trying to harden what 

turns out to be quite blurred lines 
among and between people and 

probably the sooner we 
acknowledge how blurred they are 
and our common our humanity 

is, the better off we will be.”   
~Deval Patrick 

“Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my 
words will not pass 

away.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

2ND CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

ACOLYTE CARLA BOYER 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

THURIFER TIM POWERS 

CRUCIFER ROWAN BLOOMER 

ACOLYTE 1 DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 2 DAYSHA WHITE 

O.T. LECTOR LOURDES CRUZ 

N.T. LECTOR MIKE SAUNDERS 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER BOB WARNER 

USHER MEG CATIZONE 

Sunday December 3rd 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Friday, December 1st - 8:00 PM:  Maybrook Wind Ensemble Holiday Concert at Grace Church 

Sunday, December 3rd - First Sunday of Advent  
    Grace Church welcomes Mother Dresser  
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   
    St. Nicholas will be arriving during the 10:30 service! 

Tuesday, December 5th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

Friday, December 8th - 7:00 PM: Warwick Valley Chorale Holiday Concert at Grace Church 

Sunday, December 10th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, December 12th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

Sunday, December 17th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, December 19th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass  

Thursday, December 21st - 7:30 PM:  Monthly Vestry Meeting - all are welcome! 

The Christmas Schedule is as follows: 

Sunday, December 24th - 9:00 AM:  Morning Prayer followed by the decorating of the Church for  
    Christmas. 
    4:00 PM:  Family Service and Pageant 
    10:30 PM:  Choral Prelude by the Grace Church Choir                          
    11:00 PM:  Midnight Mass 

Monday, December 25th - 9:00 AM:  Christmas Mass with music 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee 
Hour?  Go online to http://

www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/
coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture 
to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up 
from home or check to see when you signed up to 
do coffee hour.   Sometimes, signing up for coffee 
hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I 
bake, bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee 
hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, nap-
kins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee.   Dona-
tions can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As 
always, thank you for all that you do for Grace 
Church! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html


 

 

   

 

Thank you all so much for the wonderful coffee 
hour and many good wishes expressed to Nancy 
and me last Sunday after Mass. We are still enjoy-
ing some of the leftover treats. Thanks to the 
choir alums who enhanced the music with their 
voices. Your generous cash sendoff gift quickly 
found its way to Syria to support the joint US-
Syria program to provide medical treatment for 
victims of the war there. The beautifully framed 
picture of the choir stands on my desk in a promi-
nent location with the cards, sporting the many 
loving messages you all wrote. I will miss you all.  

Thankfully,  

Boyd   

On Sunday, we said “So long” to Boyd Herforth 

and his wife, Nancy.  A blessing was read at Mass, 

and at a very special coffee hour, thoughtful 

words were spoken and gifts given.  We wish 

Boyd and Nancy all the best and we know they 

will stay in touch. 

Here is the new mailing address for Mother Ruth 
Anne and Jeremy if you’d like to stay in contact: 

1542 18th Ave S 
Seattle Washington 98144 



 

 

 

 

Last Wednesday Claire, Rick, Sue and Connie travelled to 
New York City to attend a jazz performance by the Jeremy 
Bacon Trio in Greenwich Village.  While down there, they 
stopped by “Wendy Herm’s Bench” that was dedicated in 
Wendy’s memory last month and is located on the “High 
Line”.  



 

 

  Sound in Vestments 

Happy New Year! This Sunday marks the beginning of a new liturgical year, 

which followers of the Revised Common Lectionary refer to as “Year B”. The 

most conspicuous difference between years “A”, “B”, and “C” is the Gospel 

readings appointed for Sunday Masses. For the past year we have focused on 

the Gospel according to Matthew. In similar fashion, Year “B” is devoted to 

Mark, and Year “C” to Luke. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as the Syn-

optic Gospels, because they contain accounts of many of the same events, in 

approximately the same order, and with similar wording. The Gospel accord-

ing to John is distinct from the other three in both form and character. Rather 

than having a four-year cycle, our lectionary intersperses readings from John 

throughout all three years, during Advent, Lent, Holy Week, Eastertide, and on 

Pentecost. We visit John especially often during Year “B”, because Mark’s Gos-

pel is relatively short. 

Also this Sunday, we will be welcoming Nancy DeMilio as our Interim Organist. 

Nancy joined our choir in the Spring of 2015, and she has played for us occa-

sionally as a guest organist ever since. Like me, Nancy is a singer. Her organ 

playing benefits from her singing background in a way that makes her a partic-

ularly sensitive and responsive accompanist. Although I will miss Nancy’s voice 

in our alto section, I am looking forward to collaborating with her. 

Sunday’s hymns include: 

 57 Lo! he comes with clouds descending… 

 655 O Jesus, I have promised… 

 61 “Sleepers wake!” A voice astounds us… 

  Hymn of St. Nicholas (to be sung in honor of a special surprise 

  guest!) 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you 

would like me to address in this space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 

Director of Music 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

   



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

December 21, 2017 starting at 7:30 
pm.  All are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the September 21, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the October 19, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that holiday dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when 
preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kmparker2255@gmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfcWpCVzNGNE1UN0k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfcWpCVzNGNE1UN0k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NEi-e13GRuxhkrqpIfitsMHM1gC5izhs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NEi-e13GRuxhkrqpIfitsMHM1gC5izhs/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

