
 

November 19, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Thanksgiving is one of my 
favorite days of the year be-
cause it reminds us to give 
thanks and to count our 
blessings. Suddenly, so 

many things become so little 
when we realize how blessed 

and lucky we are.” ~Joyce Giraud 

“The span of our life is seventy 
years, perhaps in strength even 
eighty; yet the sum of them is 
but labor and sorrow, for they 
pass away quickly and we are 
gone… So teach us to number 
our days that we may apply 

our hearts to wisdom.” 
8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON LENORA VAUGHN 

M.C. TIM POWERS 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER TORRY GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 1 PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

ACOLYTE 2 MARLENE PRESLEY 

O.T. LECTOR LORRAINE WITKOWSKI 

N.T. LECTOR TIM POWERS 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER BOB WARNER 

Sunday November 19th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Friday, November 17th - 4:30 PM:  Crafte Faire set-up 

Saturday, November 18th - 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM:  Crafte Faire 

Sunday, November 19th -  Mother Ruth Anne’s last Sunday  
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, November 20th through Friday November 24th – OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday, November 21st - 7:00 PM: “A Community of Thanksgiving “ sponsored by the Greater  
    Middletown Faith Council.  Held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church. 

Wednesday, November 22nd - 10:00 AM: No Healing Mass Today  

Thursday, November 23rd - Happy Thanksgiving!  

Sunday, November 26th - Christ The King 
    Grace Church welcomes Br. Greve 
    8:00 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM:  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
    Farewell Coffee Hour for Boyd 

Wednesday, November 29th - No Healing Mass Today  

Sunday, December 3rd - First Sunday of Advent  
    Grace Church welcomes Mother Dresser  
    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II   

Tuesday, December 5th -  10:00 AM Healing Mass  

Coffee Hour Fellowship 

T hinking about signing up for Coffee 
Hour?  Go online to http://

www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/
coffee-hour-signup.html and click on the picture 
to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up 
from home or check to see when you signed up to 
do coffee hour.   Sometimes, signing up for coffee 
hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I 
bake, bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee 
hour intimidates you there is another way to help 
out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, nap-
kins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee.   Dona-
tions can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As 
always, thank you for all that you do for Grace 
Church! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html


 

 

   We Send You Off 
It was last winter, during its Lenten season. 
You entered our lives and brought with you Jeremy and Phineas. 

We knew this day would come, it just seemed so far off 
The time ticked toward it as we got to know each other.   
You brought warmth, enthusiasm and the ear of a good listener. 
Quick to laugh with a perpetual smile. 
Generous of heart and time. 

We knew this day would come, it just seemed so far off. 
Mother Ruth Anne you didn’t come to just “mark time”. 
You brought new ideas and 
You became an integral part of our Parish community. 
A bond was built by the children and by all. 

Well, that day we knew would come is here,  
No longer does it seem so far off. 
We here at Grace wish you, and Jeremy, and Phineas all the best 
We send you off to Seattle with our gratitude, a job well done. 
We send you off with our love.                 ~Kathryn Parker & Joe Barrett 

Boyd Herforth 
Please join us on 
Sunday, November 
26, after the 10:30 
Mass to bid fare-
well to Boyd Her-
forth.  Boyd has 
been our organist 
for 15 years, play-

ing each Sunday, on holidays and for 
special events.  He has been a dedicat-
ed supporter of our Guild of St. Mar-
garet Soup Kitchen and a true friend 
for many of us.  We will be honoring 
Boyd and his wife, Nancy, with a spe-
cial festive coffee hour.  If you would 
like to bring something to share, there 
will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board next to Phyllis' office. 

 Dear  Fellow Parishioners: 
We want to update you on the status of our search for a new Rector.  As many of you have already heard, 
our Search Committee did submit a list of candidates to the Vestry.  This was the result of a lot of dedica-
tion and hard work on the part of each Search Committee member. 

We understand that times of change are very stressful, and it was our great hope that we would be able 
to call a Rector in late October.  The Wardens, Vestry and Search Committee took our responsibility to  
select the best possible person for Grace Church very seriously.  However,  after careful and prayerful  
consideration, the Vestry was not able to come to a unanimous decision to call a Rector to Grace Church.  
It is a requirement that the decision to call a Rector be unanimous.   The Vestry currently includes 5 Search 
Committee members, including one of the co-chairs.  These individuals were very active in our discussions 
and consideration of candidates and the decision not to call a Rector. 

Following this outcome, the Vestry and Search Committee have agreed to reopen the Search process.   We 
are very fortunate that each of our Search Committee members have agreed to continue this work.  This 
decision has been supported by the Canon for Transitional Ministry for the Diocese of New York.  Our 
Search Committee is now receiving names and will be until January 8, 2019. 

We have been incredibly fortunate to have the strong support of the Diocese and a wonderful interim 
pastor in the person of Mother Ruth Anne Garcia.  Mother Ruth Anne has helped us pull together and 
grow stronger as a parish.  We are certain that we will continue to work together to prepare for the       
future .  After Mother Ruth Anne’s departure, Mother Deborah Dresser will provide supply services on 
Sundays and Tuesdays at least through mid February.   We will keep you posted on future coverage and 
the status of the Search process. 

We hope that you will  keep the Search Committee and the Vestry in your prayers as the search for a new 
Rector continues.  Please do not hesitate to contact either of us if you have any questions or concerns. 

Torry Guardino,      Claire Newquist, 
Senior Warden     Junior Warden 



 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, November 1st, at the Healing Mass, 
Mother Ruth Anne blessed all the new shawls, plus 
beautiful new donated storage hampers and a basket 
for our new small prayer cloths, which will be availa-
ble by the door soon.   
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mother 
Ruth Anne for her support and uplifting of the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry and all the members who work so 
hard in a quiet and unseen way to provide love and 
warmth to our shawl recipients.  ~Kathryn Parker 

Our Church School children making 

Thanksgiving cards & the gift we 

made for Mother Ruth Anne. 



 

 

   

A colorful, jam-packed, and festive coffee hour 

was held in honor of Mother Ruth Anne and Jer-

emy’s time with us at Grace.  Next week will be 

Mother Ruth Anne’s last Sunday with us.  The 

children presented her with a card and a lovely 

blanket so she can think of them as she stays 

warm in her new home in Seattle. 



 

 

  Sound in Vestments 

First of all, I have a correction to make. A couple of weeks ago, I identified All Saints’ Day as the last of sev-
en Principal Feasts of the liturgical year. Here at Grace, we celebrate eight Principal Feasts. The holiest 
and most sacred of them all takes place this Saturday: Ye Merrie Olde Crafte Faire and British Festival. Alt-
hough I always look forward to the Crafte Faire, I’m especially excited about the Victoria’s Secret Fashion 
Show which will take place during this year’s British High Tea! 

For the last five years, our choir has made a very important contribution to the Crafte Faire. We donate 
the Middletown’s Best Pizza raffle prize: a $25 gift certificate from five different local pizzerias. I am re-
sponsible for quality control to ensure that it is, in fact, Middletown’s best pizza. This is a responsibility 
that I take very seriously. 

The drawing for this and five other fabulous prizes will take place during the Tea between 3:30 and 4:00 
p.m. If you haven’t already, please turn in your ticket stubs and money to Eileen or Meg. Good luck! 

Here are the hymns for The First Sunday after The Crafte Faire, also known as “Stale Scone Sunday”: 

 632 “O Christ, the Word Incarnate…” 

 490 “I want to walk as a child of the light…” 

 680 “O God, our help in ages past…”  
This is a paraphrase of this week’s psalm, “Lord, you have been our refuge…”. 

 561 “Stand up, stand up for Jesus…” 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

See you at the Crafte Faire! 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

T o subscribe to Events & More from 
the Diocese of NY, please go to http://

www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and      
follow the link. 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/


 

 

   Diocesan Convention Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This past Saturday was the annual Diocesan Conven-
tion at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine which I 
attended as our Grace Church lay delegate.  I found 
past Conventions to be a combination of the practi-
cal, the business conducted by the diocese, and the inspirational, a morning Eucharist and addresses by 
the Bishops.  This year was no different.  

We addressed the practical with the passing of resolutions, the most important of which was the 2018 
Diocesan budget; then there was the election of candidates to various Diocesan Committees; the award-
ing of two Bishops’ Crosses and the presentation of Committee reports.  We were inspired by the ad-
dresses and reports of our Bishops Andrew Dietsche, Allen Shin and Mary Glasspool, along with the cele-
bration of the Eucharist which included a stirring, and at times humorous, sermon by Bishop Prince Singh 
from the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester NY.   

To read their addresses click the link next to their name:   

Dietsche  http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/convention-2017-dietsche-address/ 
Shin  http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/aks-2017/ 
Glasspool  http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/mdg-2017/ 
Singh  https://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/convention-2017-singh-sermon/ 

The election of Clergy and Lay delegates to the Standing Committee; the Committee to Elect a Bishop; 
Trustees of the Diocese; Diocesan Council and as Alternate Delegates to the General Convention moved 
along quickly thanks to the electronic voting system employed by the Diocese.   

The Diocesan budget for 2018 is again, sadly, a deficit budget.  The deficit is projected at about $400,000 
and is the result of several different factors, some weighing more heavily on the deficit than others.  The 
Diocese is working toward a zero deficit budget by the year 2020. 

The process to establish a Diocesan Credit Union is ongoing.  If you would like to participate in the pro-
cess, please follow this link to take a short survey which will be used to determine interest in joining the 
Credit Union and to help determine what services the new Credit Union will provide.  http://
edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/mission-and-outreach/diocesan-credit-union/ 

To read more on the Convention click the link:  https://www.dioceseny.org/2017-convention-bishops-
address-and-reports-now-online/ 

~Joe Barrett 

http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/convention-2017-dietsche-address/
http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/aks-2017/
http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/mdg-2017/
https://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/convention-2017-singh-sermon/
http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/mission-and-outreach/diocesan-credit-union/
http://edit.episcopaldioceseny.org/mission-and-outreach/diocesan-credit-union/
https://www.dioceseny.org/2017-convention-bishops-address-and-reports-now-online/
https://www.dioceseny.org/2017-convention-bishops-address-and-reports-now-online/


 

 

  

 

Some of the Wednesday Healing Mass 

group had lunch with Mother Ruth Anne 

at Olde Erie this week. 

Here is the new mailing address for Mother 
Ruth Anne and Jeremy if you’d like to stay 
in contact: 
 
1542 18th Ave S 
Seattle Washington 98144 



 

 

   

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

December 21, 2017 starting at 7:30 
pm.  All are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the September 21, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the August 18, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that holiday dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when 
preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfcWpCVzNGNE1UN0k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfcWpCVzNGNE1UN0k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWUxiYl9YVUljSGc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWUxiYl9YVUljSGc/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

