
 

October 1, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Let yourself be silently 
drawn by the strange pull 
of what you really love. It 
will not lead you astray.” 

~Jalaluddin Rumi 

“Hear my teaching, O 
my people;  

incline your ears to the 
words of my mouth.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON 

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

CRUCIFER ROWAN BLOOMER 

ACOLYTE 1 DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 2 LIZZY ORTEGA 

O.T. LECTOR DAYSHA WHITE 

N.T. LECTOR CLOE FAIN 

INTERCESSOR TAYLOR TUBBS 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER PATTY LEWIS 

    

Sunday October 1st 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, October 1st -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  
    1:30 PM The Blessing of the Animals  

Wednesday, October 4th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass 
    11:00 Am: Pill Bottle Working Meeting  

Sunday, October 8th -  8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  

Wednesday, October 11th - 10:00 AM: Healing Mass 
    11:00 AM: Pill Bottle Working Meeting  

Sunday, October 15th - 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II  
 

Save the Date!  
October 22, 2017: Crop Walk @ 1:30 PM – please contact Mother Ruth Anne at gracemiddletownrec-
tor@outlook.com or Ms. Allison McLean for more information.  

T he Buildings and Grounds Committee, at the direction of the Vestry, is forming a sub-committee 
to study handicap access to our Church and Parish House.  We are in need of volunteers who 

want to serve on this committee.  As this is a study, participation on the committee will involve re-
search and will not involve any actual construction.  If you are interested in helping Grace Church 
study the best way to create access to our buildings please contact me at Church or by email at 
jbar1021@gmail.com.  ~Joe Barrett 

Carole hangs prayer shawls made by our Pray-
er Shawl Ministry for blessing this past       

Sunday. 

mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com
mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com


 

 

  Sound in Vestments 

On this date in 1226, Francis lay on his deathbed in a hut next to the tiny Chapel of Our Lady of the Angels, 
just outside of Assisi, Italy. Two weeks before, he had had a vision of a six-winged seraph on a cross, from 
whom he received the stigmata, the five wounds that Christ sustained during his crucifixion. Francis was 
already in a weakened state from a forty-day fast in preparation for Michaelmas, and he had lost his eye-
sight from an infection. He sought medical treatment in several nearby cities, but it soon became appar-
ent that he would not recover. Francis asked to be brought back to the little church because it was one of 
several churches which he rebuilt after having a vision of Christ, who told him “Francis, Francis, go and re-
pair My house which, as you can see, is falling into ruins.” He died on the evening of October 3, singing 
Psalm 142, “I cry to the Lord with my voice…”. Less than two years later, he was pronounced a saint by 
Pope Gregory IX, and we celebrate his feast day on October 4th. 

Francis’s ministry has been admired by many popes since then, notably Pope John Paul II, who named him 
the Patron Saint of Ecology. On the World Day of Peace, January 1, 1990, he was moved to write that 
Francis… 

“…offers Christians an example of genuine and deep respect for the integrity of creation. … As 
a friend of the poor who was loved by God’s creatures, Saint Francis invited all of creation—
animals, plants, natural forces, even Brother Sun and Sister Moon—to give honor and 
praise to the Lord. The poor man of Assisi gives us striking witness that when we are at 
peace with God we are better able to devote ourselves to building up that peace with all 
creation which is inseparable from peace among all peoples. … It is my hope that the inspi-
ration of Saint Francis will help us to keep ever alive a sense of ‘fraternity’ with all those 
good and beautiful things which Almighty God has created.” 

At Sunday’s offertory, the choir will sing a setting of a prayer which is fondly attributed to Saint Francis, 
but which scholars of his life agree was almost certainly not written by him. The music was composed in 
1967 by South African songwriter Sebastian Temple, himself a Franciscan. Our arrangement was created 
for Princess Diana’s funeral, just over twenty years ago, by Martin Neary, who was the Organist and Choir-
master at Westminster Abbey at the time. Here is the refrain: 

O Master, grant that I may never seek so much 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music 
Ministry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   T o subscribe to Events & More from the 

Diocese of NY, please go to http://
www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and      
follow the link. 

mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/


 

 

 

 
New Beginnings 

Like most people in the last couple of weeks, I have been watching the terrible devastation created by the 
hurricanes in the south and southeast, the earthquakes in the west and the forest fires in the northwest.  
In each of these cases the losses have been unimaginable; the loss of life, the loss of homes; and the loss 
of complete communities gone forever.   

While panning the many scenes of massive destructions, the various news commentators would speak of 
the task of rebuilding their lives, their homes and their communities and I pale at the prospect ahead of 
them.  Where do you start such a task?  Who do you ask to do this?  How are they going to pay for all of 
this?  But rebuild they must and they will. 

About the same time that this was unfolding we received an email announcing that Mother Ruth Anne has 
accepted another position reminding me that we too are about to call a new rector to Grace.  Just as the 
people of storm ravaged areas must begin putting their lives back together as they begin a new chapter in 
their lives, Mother Ruth Anne and the people of Grace Church are also facing our own “New Beginnings.” 

New Beginnings is the theme of this year’s Stewardship drive.  We are very much on the cusp of a new be-
ginning.  Saying good-bye to Mother Ruth Anne will be painful for us, but it will also be a time for excite-
ment as we prepare for our next Rector.  Mother Ruth Anne will, I am sure, be sad to leave us, but the 
prospect of her own parish must be very exciting. 

Stewardship Sunday is October 29th this year and in the coming weeks I will be offering other thoughts 
about “New beginnings” and I will be asking you to reflect on some of your own “new Beginnings” that 
you have experienced.  I hope you all enjoy this theme as we prepare ourselves for a new Stewardship 
year – yes that too is a “New Beginning.” 

Rick Scott, Stewardship Chair 

This past Sunday the children made prayer pockets 
to remind them to pray. 

D ear Patient Parishioners,  Over the last two weeks, the search committee has been 

busy.  We received the long awaited list back from the Office of Transition Ministry, and 

conducted Skype interviews.  In the coming weeks, committee members will be visiting applicants 

and conducting reference checks.   Thank you for your continued support and prayers as we con-

tinue to discern who will be our next rector.   ~ Allison and John 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+Grace Episcopal Church+ 
Blessing of the Animals 

October 1, 2017 
1:30 PM, the Courtyard 

(Rain location: Parish Hall Lobby) 

G reater Middletown CROP Walk for Hunger will be held on Sunday, October 22nd at 1:30 PM. 
The walk is sponsored by the Middletown Interfaith Council and is held under the auspices of 

Church World Service. The money collected benefits both Worldwide Hunger organizations and the 
local community. Twenty-five percent of what is raised remains in Middletown and benefits those 
hungry and in need with distributions going to both the GMIC Warming Station and our own St. 
Margaret's Guild Soup Kitchen. If you would like to walk or donate please contact Mother Ruth Anne 
or Allison McLean for more information.  



 

 

 

 

 
Coffee Hour Fellowship 

Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go online to http://
www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and 
click on the picture to sign-up for an upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up from 
home or check to see when you signed up to do coffee hour.   Sometimes, 
signing up for coffee hour can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, 
bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour intimidates you there is 
another way to help out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, napkins, 

forks, spoons, creamers and coffee.   Donations can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, thank 
you for all that you do for Grace Church! 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html


 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

October 19, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  
All are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the July 20, 2017 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the August 18, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when preparing 
your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWUxiYl9YVUljSGc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWUxiYl9YVUljSGc/view?usp=sharing
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http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

