
 

July 23, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Sometimes we learn 
our most valuable   
lessons from people 

and situations we are 
uncomfortable with.” 

~Karen Casey 

“Teach me your 
way, O Lord, 

and I will walk in 
your truth.” 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

ACOLYTE BETH MAISONET 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

INTERCESSOR PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER PATTY SEEKAMP 

USHER BOB SEEKAMP 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

M.C. TORRY GUARDINO 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER EILEEN BARRETT 

ACOLYTE 1 TIM POWERS 

ACOLYTE 2 DAYSHA WHITE 

O.T. LECTOR PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

N.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

INTERCESSOR JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

    

Sunday July 23rd 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Thursday, July 20th -   6:30 PM: Healing Mass 
    7:30 PM: Vestry Meeting 

Sunday, July 23rd  -   8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, July 26th -  10:00 AM: Healing Mass 

Sunday, July 30th -   8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
    10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Save the Date:  

Saturday August 12th -  Renegades Game – see Phyllis for tickets and more information 

Saturday, August 19th -  Tag Sale  

Tag Sale Update 
We are happy to announce 
that we can now accept 
items for our annual tag 
sale. Please make sure that 
your donations are "gently 
used" and clean before you 

bring them to us. We are accepting household 
items, glassware, furniture, and "like new" cloth-
ing. Please place your items in the hallway down-
stairs. If you are bringing clothes, please 
bring them on hangers. The deadline to bring 
items in will be August 6th. If anyone has any 
questions, please contact Eileen Barrett or Mark 
Strunsky. ~Eileen 

T o subscribe to Events & More from the 
Diocese of NY, please go to http://

www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/ and fol-
low the link. 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   

http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/
http://www.dioceseny.org/eventsmore/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 

 

Sound in Vestments 

We will be spending a big chunk of this year’s Ordinary Time reading excerpts from Paul’s epistle to the 
Romans. Paul had a lot to say to the Romans—sixteen chapters’ worth—exceeded only by his message to 
the Corinthians, which had to be sent in two separate letters, apparently because he couldn’t stuff it all 
into a single envelope. We are about halfway through Romans, and there will be an extra blanket on your 
bed by the time we move on to Philippians, which is only four chapters. (Paul was probably able to fit that 
one on a postcard.) 

Sunday’s epistle reading picks up where we left off last week, in the middle of Romans 8. The theme of this 
week’s selection is that… 

…all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 

The same sentiment is echoed in this week’s Gospel, the parable of the weeds sown among the wheat. 
When his disciples asked him to explain the parable to them, Jesus reassured them that the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom, sown throughout the world. 

Sunday’s featured hymn is Children of the Heavenly Father, which, like How Great Thou Art, has a Swedish 
pedigree. Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell was born in Fröderyd, Sweden in 1832. Her father Jonas had just 
begun his duties as the Lutheran pastor there, and she grew up in a parsonage filled with music and litera-
ture. “Lina” (pronounced Lie-nah) was a “daddy’s girl” in her childhood. Her frail health often kept her in-
doors in her father’s study, while her siblings and their friends were outside playing. 

When she was twelve, Lina became seriously ill and was temporarily paralyzed. Eventually she regained 
her health, and the experience resulted in her first book of poems, written while she was still a teenager. 
The verses of Children of the Heavenly Father first appeared in Lina’s book Åndeliga Dagg-Dropper 
(“Spiritual Dew Drops”), published when she was twenty-three. 

The simple, lilting tune is a Swedish folk melody called Tryggare Kan Ingen Vara (“No One Can Be Safer”). 
Lina’s poem was married to this tune by Oskar Ahnfelt. Oskar was active in the Pietist movement, which 
combined the Lutheranism of the time with the Reformed emphasis on individual piety and living a vigor-
ous Christian life. As “Sweden’s Spiritual Troubadour”, he helped introduce Evangelical hymns to the Swe-
dish Church. 

At the time, the state-sponsored church didn’t approve of simple pietistic hymns like “Children of Our 
Heavenly Father”, but Oskar sang them anyway, traveling throughout the country with his ten-string gui-
tar. Church officials hoped to secure a royal injunction against Oskar’s musical evangelism, but King Karl XV 
would not indulge them until he had heard the controversial hymns for himself. To the chagrin of the offi-
cials, the king loved Ahnfelt’s simple melodies and Lina’s tender verses, saying, “You may sing them as 
much as you desire in both of my kingdoms.” 

Lina went on to write about 650 hymns and poems during her lifetime, many of which were popularized by 
the Spiritual Troubadour. With characteristic humility, Lina referred to herself as “a good scribe’s pen”, but 
of her collaborator she said, “Ahnfelt has sung my songs into the hearts of the people.” 

If you have a favorite hymn that you would like to sing this summer, please let me know via e-mail, by 
clicking on my name below. If you are reading this on a piece of paper, just stick a note in my mailbox with 
your name and the title or first line of the hymn. See you in church! 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 
 

https://youtu.be/5Nkvfnz4Tyw
mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

  



 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

July 20, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the May 18, 2017 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the April 20, 2017 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in 
worship. 

Just click here! 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when preparing 
your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWEtDY2ZTVXd1eUU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWEtDY2ZTVXd1eUU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfc1pjTEg3anhLcUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfc1pjTEg3anhLcUE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

