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“Hope is like a road in 

the country: there was 

never a road, but when 

many people walk on it, 

the road comes into    

existence.” Lin Yutang 

“Come to him, a living 
stone, though rejected 
by mortals yet chosen 
and precious in God’s 

sight.” 8:00 AM  

CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

N.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON MARLENE PRESLEY 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

CRUCIFER RICK SCOTT 

ACOLYTE 1 DAVID BROKAW 

ACOLYTE 2 TIM POWERS 

O.T. LECTOR LORRAINE WITKOWSKI 

N.T. LECTOR TORRY GUARDINO 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER   

    

Sunday May 14th 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, May 14th -    Mother’s Day 
                 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                 10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, May 17th -   10:00 AM: No Healing Mass 

Thursday, May 18th -   6:30 PM No Healing Mass 
                 7:30 PM Vestry Meeting 

Friday, May 19th -    Office Closed 

Sunday, May 21st -    We welcome back Br. Randy Greve from Holy Cross Monastery 
     8:00 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 
     10:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Wednesday, May 24th -   10:00 AM No Healing Mass (Mother Ruth Anne is away) 

Sunday, May 28th -    8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                 10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Monday, May 29th -    Memorial Day/Office Closed 

Wednesday, May 31st -   10:00 AM Healing Mass 

Sunday, June 4th -    Pentecost 
                 8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite I 
                 10:00 AM: Holy Eucharist Rite II 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when 
preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

Episcopal Charities 
Founded in 1996, Episcopal Charities provides funding and operational support to parish-sponsored out-
reach programs (such as St. Margaret’s Soup Kitchen) in the Episcopal Diocese of New York. The 49 food 
programs supported by Episcopal Charities serve approximately 7 million meals annually to hungry New 
Yorkers; St. Margaret’s Soup Kitchen served over 43,000 meals. 

 Beginning on May 14th, you will have the opportunity to donate to this important ministry. Please look 
for the envelopes in the back of the church or get one from the ushers and put your envelope in the col-
lection plate or bring it to the Church Office.  You may make your donation by check or credit card. 
Checks should be made out to Episcopal Charities of the Diocese of New York. Credit card information is 
entered on the envelope itself.  



 

 

 

 

This past Sunday was the 172nd Annual Meeting of 
the Parish of Grace Episcopal Church.  Oral reports 
were presented to those in attendance by John Cu-
sack, Search Committee co-Chair; Janet Cusack, 
Treasurer; Claire Newquist, Junior Warden; Torry 
Guardino, Senior Warden; and the Reverend Ruth 
Anne Garcia, Interim Pastor.  Elections were also 
held.  Claire Newquist was re-elected as Junior War-
den; Joseph Barrett, Lourdes Cruz and Tim Powers 
were elected to the Vestry; Joseph Barrett was 
elected as Delegate to Diocesan Convention and 
John Cusack was elected as Alternate Delegate to 
Diocesan Convention. 

(The Senior Warden’s report can be read on the next 
page.) 

New Vestry members from left to right:              
Tim Powers, Lourdes Cruz and Joe Barrett 

Annual Parish Meeting 



 

 

 

Senior Warden’s Report 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 

Good morning and blessings to all my sisters and brothers at Grace Church.  It never ceases to amaze me 
how quickly the year passes, and we find ourselves gathered here at another annual meeting of the parish.  
As is once again evidenced by all the reports so faithfully submitted, we collectively continue to give of 
ourselves, to take care of our church, both the physical structures and the spiritual well-being of our indi-
vidual members.  Just as our buildings and grounds need care and maintenance to remain strong and sta-
ble, we also need to encourage and support one another in order to remain a strong and stable parish 
family.  This is an exciting time in our parish history, and I am confident that through the Grace of God and 
the work of our dedicated and faithful members, we will accomplish many great things in the year to 
come.  I know it will not always be easy, but I am hopeful that we will build each other up and remain pos-
itive as we continue our transition journey. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our vestry members completing their terms this year, Eileen 
Barrett, Andrew Higgins, and Ade Oluwasusi.  Their dedicated service and love of our parish is truly visible 
and appreciated.  It is easy to take for granted all that is required to keep the church operations running 
smoothly, not the least of which is the work of the vestry.  One other note of sincere appreciation goes to 
Eileen Bloomer, the Clerk of the Vestry.  This is an unelected position and truly underappreciated.  It is no 
easy task, month after month to produce the official record of every vestry meeting.  We are truly blessed 
and thankful for her continued faithful service.  Thank you, Eileen, Ade, Andrew, and Eileen. 

I would also like to thank our Search Committee and ask for your continued prayers of support and en-
couragement, that they may faithfully lead us to calling the next rector of Grace Church.  A tremendous 
amount of work has been put forth as can be seen by the wonderful parish profile that is being used to 
inform and attract potential applicants.  We know their work does not end there however, as they will be 
sifting through applications and resumes, visiting and interviewing candidates, and ultimately making rec-
ommendations to the vestry.  A seemingly daunting charge, but hopefully I speak for everyone in letting 
them know that they have our full support and will do everything needed to help them complete that 
charge.  Again, prayers of support and encouragement can never be too abundant. 

We are still a parish in transition, which is exactly where we thought we would be at this point in time.  
But we are a different parish family than we were a year ago.  And while there are still many uncertainties 
ahead, and that may make some of us nervous or anxious, we know that we can handle it.  This is due in 
no small part, to the encouragement, guidance, and enthusiasm of Mother Ruth Anne.  As this will most 
likely be her last Grace Church Annual Meeting, I wanted to be sure that the parish records reflect our sin-
cere appreciation and acknowledgement of her contribution and leadership during our transition journey.  
Even though Mother Ruth Anne’s ministry is deliberately described as “interim”, “temporary”, and 
“transitional”, she and Jeremy (and Phineus) are now, and will always be, a permanent part of our parish 
family.  We wish them all the best, as this next year will also be filled with change and excitement for 
them as they embark on the next phase of their journey, and bless another parish community as they have 
blessed ours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Torry Guardino 
Senior Warden 
May 7, 2017 



 

 

 

 Tricky Tray 2017 

In case you haven’t heard, our tricky tray fundraiser was awesome!   We had over 100 people walk 
through our doors and take a chance on winning one of our many baskets.  It was a very pleasant evening.  
The crowd was fun, and hungry!  This year we introduced the “walking taco,” and boy did it walk out of 
the boardroom.  It was our most popular item at our “expanded” food concession, which, by the way, was 
manned by a very hard working crew.  The lines for food were constant and did not slow down until we 
began calling at 6pm. 

Torry Guardino was our master of ceremonies and kept the crowd engaged and entertained.  The youngest 
members of our parish were our “runners” and they did a great job.   

A lot of preparation goes into each and every fundraiser and this event was no different.  There were sev-
eral weeks of knocking on doors for donations, many hours putting baskets together, several organization-
al meetings, setting up of wireless speakers so everyone could hear what was happening,  many emails on 
flyer and advertising designs and lots and lots of teamwork.  Overall we had 141 general prizes/baskets, 6 
grand prizes and also held a 50/50 raffle.  We also received many generous donations to help offset our 
expenses.  Thanks to all of the efforts of everyone, we raised $4,300 this year! 

On behalf of Anne Caldwell (Tricky Tray Chair) and Eileen Barrett (Fundraising Chair), we cannot thank you 
all enough for what you did to help us make this event the most successful tricky tray yet.  We can never 
do any of this without you.  Now ……..on to the tag sale…………! 

Anne and Eileen  



 

 

 
Try out our new audio mixer to listen to 

the 10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No 
matter where you are you can 

join us in worship. 
Just click here! 

Search Committee Update 
The Search Committee has completed the 
Grace Church Parish Profile and is now re-

ceiving applicants.  We will be receiving 
names until June 16th.   

To read our Parish Profile click here. 

O ur friend, long-time member, Sunday School 
teacher, and choir member, Louise Schmidt, is 

now staying with her son and is doing well after eye 
surgery.  To send Louise a card, please see Kathryn 
Parker for the address.   

We celebrated Kathy and Sue’s birth-
days this past Sunday at our combined 

Mass coffee hour. 

As the Rector search process moves forward, mem-
bers of the Search Committee met with Canon Deb 
Tammearu of the Diocesan Office of Transition Min-
istry Saturday morning.  Canon Tammearu and the 
committee discussed the on-going receiving of 
names and the upcoming candidate interview 
steps. 
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http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/about/parish-profile-2017.html


 

 

 

 

Sound In Vestments 

With the editors’ permission, I would like to reprint my annual report for those of you who were unable to 
attend our parish meeting last Sunday: 

I am honored to submit my seventh annual report as our parish’s Director of Music. 

Concert Series: Grace Church has established a well-deserved reputation throughout Orange County for be-
ing a great place to enjoy music. We have become a favorite concert venue of Kairos, the Maybrook Wind 
Ensemble, the Orange County Classic Choral Society, and the Warwick Valley Chorale, among others. This 
year, Boyd and Fred continued their series of benefit recitals for the Guild of St. Margaret. With the help of 
Don, Fern, Nancy, and Thomas, they raised over $500. Since our last annual meeting, the Music Ministry has 
hosted six performances which have attracted 600 guests who would not otherwise have visited us. 

This Friday evening, [May 12th,] the Warwick Valley Chorale will present their 76th Annual Spring Concert at 
Grace, which is likely to attract another 200 guests. Although I’m looking forward to enjoying an evening of 
beautiful choral music, I have an ulterior motive—I view these visitors as potential parishioners. If you share 
that motive, I hope you will join us on Friday, not just as an audience member, but as a host. Strike up a con-
versation with somebody you don’t recognize and make them feel at home, just as somebody did with you 
when you first visited Grace. 

Our Organ has been maintained for decades by the Curators of the Cadet Chapel organ at West Point, the 
largest church organ in the world. The current Curator recently hired a new assistant—Victor Hoyt is a thirty-
year veteran of the Austin Organ Company, the firm which designed, constructed, and installed our organ in 
1961. Victor and I have been working together to formulate a long-range maintenance strategy for our in-
strument, which is beginning to show its age. 

The most urgent maintenance issue is concealed in the wind chest, which is a pressurized chamber at the 
base of the organ pipes. Each of the pipes is played by a valve which opens to allow air to flow through the 
pipe. Each of these valves is enclosed in a leather bellows, which allows the valve to move without leaking. 
Because they’re made of leather, these bellows don’t remain both pliable and airtight forever, and ours are 
beginning to show visible signs of leakage. 

We currently have a five-figure Organ Maintenance nest-egg, which we have been incubating for decades. 
This fund has been supplemented recently by donations which I have solicited from the ensembles that use 
our space for performances, as well as a benefit recital presented by Boyd and a memorial fund in memory 
of Jennifer Ponzoni, a long-time supporter of our Music Ministry. However, based on a preliminary appraisal 
provided by Victor, it’s likely that the fund will need to be supplemented by other sources when it becomes 
necessary to replace the leathers. Keep an eye on The Epistle for more specific information as it becomes 
available. 

Our Choir continues to provide the foundation of the Music Ministry. In addition to supporting the liturgy of 
Rite II each week, the choir has become an important means of outreach in recent years. In January, we trav-
eled to St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Tuxedo to participate in the tenth annual Twelfth Night Celebration, 
which raised over $5,000 for EpiscoBuild, a coöperative effort between our diocese and Habitat for Humani-
ty. Although our Music Ministry has represented Grace at the last six of these festivals, we have never hosted 
one. This would be a great way to introduce our new rector to our Episcopal neighbors. 

In March, we participated in the fifth annual Greater Middletown Interfaith Choir Festival, a benefit for the 
Community Warming Station. Although there is a lot of extra cat-herding involved in taking our choir “on the 

(continued on the next page) 
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Youth Group Help Wanted 
The Youth Group had 7 members this year. We met a few times for pizza, movies and bowling. The Youth 
Group also delivered poinsettias to our senior parishioners, who love seeing our young members! We al-
so love meeting family dogs, playing the family piano and getting there just in time for warm cookies 
from the oven! The girls continued the Youth Group tradition of forming the backbone of our labor force 
during the Crafte Faire and Annual Tricky Tray fundraisers. As always, they represent our church with 
hard work, generosity and flair!  

Special congratulations go out to Lilly Guardino and Alyssa Myruski upon graduating from Minisink Valley 
High School. Lilly will be attending SUNY Geneseo and Alyssa will be attending SUNY Orange in the Fall. 
We wish both girls the best of luck and our continuous prayers in the pursuit of their future. 

Regretfully, this was my last year leading the Youth Group. These girls, each in their own unique way, 
make the world a better place. John Cusack will become our interim leader. That being said, we are in 
need of a permanent leader to grow with the program. I think an avenue for new leadership to explore 
would be teaming up with another compatible Youth Group. If you have an interest in spending time with 
kids, grades 6-12, comments or suggestions, please see John Cusack or me.  ~Meg Catizone 

road”, these festivals reliably remind us of how blessed we are to have each other and to be able to make 
music at Grace week after week. 

Serving as Director of Music has been challenging and frustrating in ways that I didn’t expect, but it has also 
been far more rewarding than I anticipated. The biggest reward has been working with our choir and getting 
to know them in a way that I never would have if I had remained embedded in the bass section. The more I 
get to know our choir members, the more impressed I am with their level of commitment and dedication to 
our shared ministry. I am honored to be the “usher” who gets to collect our musical offerings and lay them at 
the altar each week. 

If you have any questions, comments, concerns, or constructive criticism about any aspect of the Music Min-
istry at Grace, please let me know. I am at your service. 

Michael Saunders 
Director of Music 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
mailto:MSaunde1@Stevens.edu


 

 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

May 18, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  All 
are invited to attend! 

 To read the highlights of the February 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the March 16, 

2017 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com        Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com    Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                     Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTkhjUEh6bFFwazA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
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