
 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html 

January 08, 2017 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“The only New Year’s       
resolution I make is not to 

make any New Year’s      
resolutions.  It’s the only one 

I can keep.” 
~Anonymous 

 

"And a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am 

well pleased.” 

8:00 AM   

CHALICE BETH MAISONET 

2ND CHALICE JANET CUSACK 

ACOLYTE JANET CUSACK 

O.T. LECTOR BETH MAISONET 

N.T. LECTOR JANET CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

USHER GAIL LICHWICK 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON RICK SCOTT 

M.C. PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

THURIFER LENORA VAUGHN 

CRUCIFER ROWAN BLOOMER 

ACOLYTE 1 CLAIRE NEWQUIST 

ACOLYTE 2 LIZZY ORTEGA 

O.T. LECTOR CLOE FAIN 

N.T. LECTOR CAROLEANNE CUSACK 

INTERCESSOR LILLY GUARDINO 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

USHER EILEEN BARRETT 

LEM   

Sunday January 8th 
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2017.html


 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, January 8th -  3:00 PM: Twelfth Night Celebration at St. Mary’s Tuxedo Park 

Friday, January 13th -  Office closes at noon 

Sunday, January 15th -  4:00 PM: Community Martin Luther King Jr. Service, YMCA Liberty  
    Center (6 Liberty Street) 

Monday, January 16th -  Office Closed for Martin Luther King Day 

Sunday, January 22nd -  Grace Church welcomes the Rev. Randy Greve from Holy Cross          
    Monastery 

Wednesday, January 25 -  No Wednesday Healing Mass 

Saturday, January 28th -  Paint and Sip 2:00-4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 29th -  Grace Church welcomes the Rt. Rev. Allen K. Shin Bishop Suffragan of  
    the Diocese of New York  

Upcoming Bishop’s Visit 

Grace Church will welcome the Rt. 

Rev. Allen K. Shin, Bishop Suffragan of 

the Diocese of New York, on Sunday, 

January 29, 2017. Please plan to join 

us for this Sunday at the 10:30 service 

to welcome Bishop Shin for his visita-

tion to Grace Church, Middletown. 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each service.  Grace 
Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you pur-
chase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that family dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards 
helps you prepare your meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us 
in mind when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit 
card purchases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit 
card you can now accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   



 

 

 

Pill Bottle Collection – help needed for first shipment.  
Thank you so much to the many folks who have collected, cleaned and donated prescription bill bottles. 
Your generosity will allow medical professionals access to these supplies in the many places where they 
are not available. So far, it has been a major success and I would like to send our first shipment out early in 
the New Year so I need your help! Please let me know if you would be willing to help in any of the follow-
ing ways: 

 Cleaning (as necessary), sorting and bagging pill bottles for shipment. 

 Preparing boxes for shipment 

 Assisting with mailing of boxes 

 Donation of Ziploc bags for pill bottles to be sent with medical shipments  

 Donations of boxes, tape etc.  for mailing 

 Donations to defray the cost of mailing packages. 

Please contact Mother Ruth Anne @ gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com 

On New Year’s Day, Don and Boyd treated us to “New Year’s 
Jig”, from the Violin Sonata No. 2 of Georg Philipp Telemann. 

HELP WANTED:  
Are you interested in how much we spend at Grace Church for our staff or utilities or other budget items? 
Do you know what the Diocesan Assessment is and why we pay it? Would you like to have a role in track-
ing how we spend our money or in developing our budget? If you have answered yes to one or more of 
these questions, then do we have an opportunity for you!! The Wardens and Vestry have determined that 
it is time to reinvigorate our Finance Committee. 

This is the group that is responsible for developing an annual budget for Vestry approval and for keeping 
track of our spending. The group would meet regularly throughout the year, perhaps quarterly. Additional 
meetings would be held in the last quarter to actually develop and finalize a budget proposal incorporating 
the results of our Every Member Canvas (pledge drive), our spending throughout the year and any addi-
tional needs identified by the various groups and committees at the church. 

If you are interested in being part of this Committee or if you have questions about this, please contact 
Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914-380-2086 or tguardino@gmail.com or Claire Newquist, Jr Warden, at 845
-343-3058 or cnewquist@frontiernet.net.   

Mother Ruth Anne has an article in 

the Episcopal New Yorker, Winter 

2016 edition, on page 14.  The title 

is “The Church Showed Up” and it’s 

about her visit to Standing Rock.  

To read the article please click the 

link below. 

Click Here To View 

mailto:gracemiddletownrector@outlook.com
mailto:tguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
http://www.evergreeneditions.com/display_article.php?id=2675522&id_issue=371988


Sound in Vestments 

Remember last week when Jesus was a tiny baby in a manger? Well this week he’s all grown up and being 
baptized in The River Jordan! 

Now that Christmastide is over, we have entered the shorter of the two “green seasons”—the Sundays 
following Epiphany. Like the green season following Pentecost, the length of this season is variable, de-
pending on when Easter falls. Because Easter is late this year (April 16th) the post-Epiphany season will be 
longer than usual, although still not nearly as long as the post-Pentecost marathon. 

Although the Epiphany “season” is not a liturgical season in the same sense as Advent, Christmastide, 
Lent, and Eastertide are, we focus on several aspects of Christ’s ministry at this time each year: his bap-
tism, the recruitment of his disciples, his catering of the wedding at Cana, his healing of the sick, and the 
Sermon on the Mount. The “season” culminates with an account of The Transfiguration, just in time for 
Lent. 

Our choir returns from a short hiatus this Sunday. We will be reprising a Malcolm Archer arrangement of 
“On Jordan’s bank…”, which we sang during Advent. (The Second Sunday of Advent provides a preview of 
Christ’s baptism each year.) 

This week’s hymns include: 

 616 “Hail to the Lord’s anointed…” 

 297 “Descend, O Spirit, purging flame…” 

 121 “Christ, when for us you were baptized…” 

 120 “The sinless one to Jordan came…” 

The efforts of our Music Ministry are not confined within the walls of Grace Church. Since I was named Di-
rector of Music, we have participated in nine local choir festivals. We do not participate anonymously. We 
proudly wear our vestments, and I stand up in front of the audience and tell them that we are repre-
senting Grace Episcopal Church. These festivals are a great way to strengthen the relationship between 
our congregation and our neighbors, and they are consistently well attended. 

The 10th annual Twelfth Night Choir Festival will take place at 3:00 this Sunday afternoon, January 8th, at 
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Tuxedo Park (a forty-minute drive from Grace). The proceeds from the festi-
val will benefit EpiscoBuild, a local chapter of Habitat for Humanity. I hope you can join us in support of 
this noble cause. 

If you have any music-related questions, comments, or concerns that you would like me to address in this 
space, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 

Michael Saunders, 
Director of Music 

MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 
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Unwind and Paint  "Snow in the Country" Scene with   Family and 
Friends 

No experience necessary.  We will guide you step by step to create your very own version of this art. 
 

A fundraiser benefiting Grace Episcopal Church 
 

Saturday, January 28, 2017 
 

Price: $40.00 
 

From 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
(Please arrive 15 minutes before the event begins.) 

 
At Le Jardin's Studio 

416 East Main Street, Middletown, NY 10940 
 

To Register: 
Contact Allison @ 845-321-4798 

Or register on-line at http://www.decoartny.com/event-registration/

 

 

 

 

http://www.decoartny.com/event-registration/


 

 

 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

January 19, 2017 starting at 7:30 pm.  
All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the October 20, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the November 17, 

2016 Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

P lease remember to take a look at 
the Goodshop Program 

(www.goodshop.com).  You just might 
like it! 

 

MORE HELP WANTED: 
Grace Church’s Personnel Committee is seeking new 
members. This Committee is responsible for making 
sure all of the Parish staff, including the staff of the 
Guild of St Margaret, have accurate and up-to-date 
job descriptions and receive annual performance 
reviews from their supervisors. The Committee will 
also now be responsible for developing and imple-
menting a policy and procedure for implementing 
and evaluating Safe Church (Sexual Misconduct and 
Awareness Prevention) Training as required by the 
Episcopal Diocese of New York for parish clergy, 
staff, church school teachers, lay eucharistic minis-
ters and others who serve at a parish or program 
level.  

If you are interested in being part of this Committee 
or if you have any questions about this, please con-
tact Torry Guardino, Sr Warden at 914-380-2086 or 
tguardino@gmail.com or Claire Newquist, Jr War-
den at 845-343-3058 or cnewquist@frontiernet.net. 

Try out our new audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No matter 

where you are you can join us in wor-
ship. 

Just click here! 

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfMldNSUFRNFZIUFE/view?usp=sharing
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTUxGWTBuZExrQkU/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1Kfb2ZQWXN5QWhwMkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWlR2cjBfR1pXVUE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfWlR2cjBfR1pXVUE/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
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mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
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mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:cherm51@yahoo.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:rsuescott@gmail.com
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/
mailto:tguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html

