
 

8:00 AM  

CHALICE CARLA BOYER 

2ND CHALICE KATHY HAMILTON  

ACOLYTE KATHY HAMILTON 

O.T. LECTOR CARLA BOYER 

N.T. LECTOR BEVERLY BAILEY 

INTERCESSOR LISA DENISCO 

USHER KAROL BAILEY 

USHER LISA DENISCO 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON PHYLLIS GUARDINO 

M.C. TORRY GUARDINO 

THURIFER DAVID BROKAW 

CRUCIFER MORGAN TUBBS 

ACOLYTE 1 MARLENE PRESLEY 

ACOLYTE 2 TIM POWERS 

O.T. LECTOR JOE GAYTON 

N.T. LECTOR LOURDES CRUZ 

INTERCESSOR MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER MARK STRUNSKY 

USHER JOSEPH BARRETT 

LEM   

Sunday September 18th 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html 

September 18, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“Living well is the 

best revenge.”   
~George Herbert 

“Whoever is faithful in a 
very little is faithful also 
in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little 

is dishonest also in 
much.” 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html


 

OUR BOUNTIFUL HARVEST 

Last April we honored Earth Day as we have done since 1970.  This has been an annual event for people 

around the world, to celebrate the earth and renew our commitment to building a safer, healthier and 

cleaner world for all of us.  Our Eucharistic Prayer C tells us it is a wonderful opportunity to embrace all of 

God’s creation, raise awareness and pray for “this fragile earth.”  As I took stock on that Earth Day, I 

thought about the many ways we pollute this beautiful planet of ours: our air, our land and our seas.  It 

seems that as a species, humans have not been very good stewards of our planet.  That led me to ask my-

self about my own stewardship habits with regard to earth day and I have to admit that I fall short in my 

efforts.  For example, I would leave the water running while I brushed my teeth.  I could make a small 

difference in water conservation by turning the water off between brushing.  After all, stewardship is 

about being personally responsible for all that we embrace.  If everybody did their share we would all 

benefit from a safer, healthier and cleaner world.  What does your stewardship look like?  Are you contrib-

uting to the stewardship of our planet?  Together we all contribute to Our Bountiful Harvest. ~Rick Scott 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday September 18th:  First Day of Sunday School @ 10:30! 

    1:00 Adult Education resumes with Mr. Tim Powers  

            9:15 and  1:00 - Book Group  

Thursday September 22nd:    6:30 PM: Mass       

    7:30 Vestry Meeting  in Board Room 

Sunday October 2nd:  Blessing of the animals in the churchyard @ 2:00 PM 

Saturday October 22nd: Harvest Dinner Dance 

Sunday October 23rd:  Commitment Sunday 

    Crop Walk 

Left:  The choir re-

turned on 9-11.  They 

are shown warming 

up before Mass. 



 

 

 

Hi Church School Students and 

Parents: 

Just a reminder that 
Sunday School will 
begin on September 
18th. For our first 
class of the school 
year, we will be 
meeting upstairs in 
the parish hall at 

10:30.  If you have any questions please feel 
free to contact me at j.cusack@usa.net or (845) 
355-6130. Thank you. ~John Cusack 

The annual Blessing of the Backpacks took place this 

past Sunday. 

 
On Sunday, a 

wreath was placed 

at the grave of  

Elisha Wheeler to 

commemorate the 

168th Anniversary 

of the consecra-

tion of Grace 

Church. 

mailto:j.cusack@usa.net


 

 

 

Following a combined Mass at 10:00 on Sunday, a parish picnic was held in out churchyard.  The weather 

was perfect and it was wonderful to share fellowship with our friends from both Masses! 



 

Aprons 

At our recent Tag Sale, we debuted our new Grace Church Aprons!  At all of our fund-

raising functions we will all be wearing red aprons to signal to everyone who attends 

that we are members of the congregation and we are here to help!  A supply of these 

red aprons will be kept on hand to be used by those who are volunteering.  However, 

I also have a supply of red, black and blue aprons that are available for purchase for 

those who want to bring a little "grace" home with them.  The cost of the aprons is 

$20.  If you are interested in purchasing an apron, please see me after each Mass or 

contact me via email:  little.red63@gmail.com  ~Eileen Barrett 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour?  Go 

online to http://

www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html and 

click on the picture to sign-up for an 

upcoming coffee hour.  Sign-up from 

home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.   Sometimes, signing up for coffee hour 

can seem overwhelming -- How much do I bake, 

bring or buy?  If providing a snack for coffee hour 

intimidates you there is another way to help 

out.  We are in need of dessert paper plates, nap-

kins, forks, spoons, creamers and coffee.   Donations 

can be dropped off in the boardroom.  As always, 

thank you for all that you do for Grace Church. 

 

Try out our new   
audio mixer to listen to the 
10:30 Sunday Mass live.  No 

matter where you are you can 
join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

City Streets 

A photograph from my window on 9-11.  ~Kathryn  

mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html


 

Crafte Faire Donation Request 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye!  We are seeking donations for the 
“Grandma’s Attic” area of our annual Crafte Faire 

fundraiser (fun raiser!) scheduled 
for Saturday, November 12.  If you 
have any nice items you would like 
to donate (think grandmotherly an-
tique-ish tag sale stuff), please bring 
them to church no later than Sun-
day, October 23.  Thanks!           
~Mark Strunsky 

ICE CRYSTALS 
By 

Diana Carolyn Ice 

 “He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent.  He that 
doeth these things shall never be moved.” -- Psalm 15:5 (KJV) 

 All of Psalm 15 is a conversation with God.  The first verse (“Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernac-
le?  Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?”), which we discussed previously, is a prayer asking how we can ap-
proach God.  Who is worthy to live with Him?  What should believers do?  The rest of the Psalm is God’s 
answer.  In this verse, the last of our little series on Psalm 15, two more traits that Christians should exhib-
it are given. 

 But what is this “usury” stuff?  Usury is the practice of lending money and receiving interest on it, 
but this verse isn’t cautioning us against interest-bearing bank accounts.  Such money is lent to small busi-
nesses, homeowners, etc.  It is, instead, a warning not to take advantage of people by lending money and 
charging excessive amounts of interest.  As God commands in Leviticus 25:35-7, and as Jesus emphasized 
in Luke 6:35, we are to have compassion on people, even our enemies, and lend or give--not just money, 
but anything--without expecting anything in return. 

 Taking reward against the innocent is usually understood to mean we shouldn’t accept a bribe or a 
reward for testifying falsely or reporting something that would lead to arresting the innocent.  But it is 
much broader than that.  For one thing it doesn’t necessarily involve money.  The reward may be a pro-
motion at work, the chance to impress someone, or an opportunity to fit in with our group, perhaps just 
by agreeing with someone--a boss, a neighbor, a family member--rather than standing up for what we 
know is right, or what we believe in.  If it defames or hurts someone, and we profit by saying or doing 
something wrong, or by keeping silent when we should speak, we are taking a “bribe” or accepting a 
“reward.” 

 Too many times we have heard it said that a lot of Christians worship God on Sunday and go back 
to “business as usual” the rest of the week as if we’d never met Jesus.  Let us pray and endeavor to live so 
that no one will say that of us, for we have in the ending of the Psalm, God’s promise that He will be our 
refuge and shelter, and that we shall abide in His tabernacle and dwell in His holy hill forever. 

The Grace Church bell rang six times                    

commemorating 9-11. 

8:46 – the first plane hits 
the North Tower 

9:03 – the second plane hits 
the South Tower 

9:37 – the third plane hits 
the Pentagon 

9:58 – the South Tower falls 

10:03 – the fourth plane 
goes down in Pennsylvania-           
nia 

   10:28 – the North Tower falls 

On Sunday, September 25th there will be an 
Organizational meeting for the Crafte Faire 

after the 10:30 Mass.  Everyone is welcome! 



 Your Search Committee 

Co Chairs: 

John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com 

 

Members 

Joe Barrett  jbar1021@gmail.com 

Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

David Catizone dcat4128@gmail.com 

Lourdes Cruz  lcruz1959@gmail.com 

Lisa DeNisco  lisadenisco@gmail.com 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com 

Nancy Karp  Nek4@cornell.edu  

Michelle Tubbs mct053099@yahoo.com 

Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchemcorp.com 

mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:dcat4128@gmail.com
mailto:lcruz1959@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:mct053099@yahoo.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchemcorp.com


 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Parish House Boardroom on        

September 22, 2016 starting at 7:30 
pm.  All are invited to attend! 

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the June 16, 2016 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the July 21, 2016 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each 
service.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while 
you purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 
that special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you 
prepare your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind 
when preparing your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

P lease remember to take a look at 
the Goodshop Program 

(www.goodshop.com).  You just might 
like it! 

 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   
Click HereClick HereClick Here   
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