
 Sunday January 31st 
Fourth Sunday After  The Epiphany 

“Do not pray for tasks equal to 
your powers. Pray for powers 
equal to your tasks. Then the 

doing of your work shall be no 
miracle, but you shall be the 

miracle.” 
~Phillips Brooks 

"Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, 

and before you were 

born I consecrated 

you...” 
8:00 AM   

Chalice Beth Maisonet 

2nd Chalice Carla Boyer 

Acolyte Carla Boyer 

O.T. Lector Beth Maisonet 

N.T. Lector Carla Boyer 

Intercessor Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Gail Lichwick 

10:30 AM  

Subdeacon Rick Scott 

M.C. Torry Guardino 

Thurifer   

Crucifer Eileen Barrett 

Acolyte 1 Phyllis Guardino 

Acolyte 2 Claire Newquist 

O.T. Lector Torry Guardino 

N.T. Lector Michael Saunders 

Intercessor Joseph Barrett 

Usher Joseph Barrett 

Usher   

LEM   

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html 

January 31, 2016 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2016.html


 

As a reminder, there will be 

no Wednesday morning 

Masses until an interim Rec-

tor is in place.  Thank you. 

SEARCH COMMITTEE 
We are pleased to announce that at its January Meeting, the Vestry voted to approve the members of the 

Search Committee as recommended by Allison McLean and John Cusack, Co-Chairs of the Search Com-

mittee, and the Senior and Junior Wardens. The vote was unanimous to appoint the following individuals: 

Joe Barrett, Liz Bloomer, Dave Catizone, Lourdes Cruz, Lisa DeNisco, Andrew Higgins, Nancy Karp, Kathryn 

Parker and Michelle Tubbs. 

We believe that these individuals reflect the diversity of our parish. In addition, the composition of the 

Committee is one third from the Vestry and two thirds from the Parish at large, as recommended by the 

Diocese. 

We want to thank these individuals for taking on this important task. The job ahead will be challenging, 

but also very rewarding, as they help us to identify the qualities we wish to seek in a new Rector and 

identify candidates for the position. Please give them your support and keep the entire Search Committee 

and our Parish family in your prayers during this time of change. 

Remember that while the Search Committee will take the lead in planning and carrying out a Self Study of 

the parish which will be used in developing our Parish Profile, they will need help from the entire parish. 

This will be your opportunity to identify strengths and weaknesses, areas for growth and change and the 

things that you would like to see continued. This is an opportunity for the entire parish to help identify 

the skills and leadership style we would like our new Rector to have. So, when the Search Committee calls 

on you to come to a meeting or complete a survey, or just have a conversation, please be responsive and 

let them know your thoughts. 

Once again, if you have any questions about the process, please do not hesitate to talk to either Allison or 

John or one of us. 

Torry Guardino, Senior Warden    Claire Newquist, Junior Warden 

P lease remember to take 
a look at the Goodshop 

Program 
(www.goodshop.com).  You 
just might like it. 

http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodshop.com/


 

Well, our Adult ed-
ucation study of 
the Old Testament 
Book of Exodus is 
complete and we 
will be taking a 
short break.  Clas-

ses begin again the first Sunday in 
Lent as we begin the Book of Gen-
esis. 

If you have questions, feel free to 
email Tim at tmp617@gmail.com. 

Keep looking here for announce-
ments of when we will meet and 
what we are reading.  Remember 
that each session is discreet and 
self-contained, so if you miss one 
class, just come to the next!  ~Tim 

Powers 

Church School News 

January: 

1/31 - Class - make Valen-
tine's  cards for prayer 
partners 

2/7 - Children's Sunday - 
attend Mass 

Thanks to our webmaster, Don Boyer for making 
sign up for Sunday Coffee Hour even easier!  Go 

online to                                                             
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/

ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html                  
and click on the picture to sign up for an upcom-
ing coffee hour.  Really- that’s all!  Sign up from 
home or check to see when you signed up to do 

coffee hour.  Also, donations of small plates, 
napkins, cups, plastic ware, coffee, etc., are 

much appreciated.  Help with set-up and clean-
up are needed as well.   

If you have any questions, please call Phyllis in 
the church office or see Lenora. 

 

Try out our new  audio 
mixer to listen to the 10:30 

Sunday Mass live.  No 
matter where you are you 

can join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

The children all really loved receiving a prayer shawl 

and treasure these special gifts from their Church    

family.  We want to especially thank those who made 

them.   

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/ministries/coffee-hour-signup.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/listen/sunday-1030-service-live-streaming-audio.html


 

T 
he Episcopal Church has been disciplined by the Anglican Communion, the international faith fel-
lowship of which the church is a part, over deep disagreements about homosexuality and same-
sex marriage. 

The church has not been removed from the communion. However, it will be barred from Anglican 
decision-making for three years and will no longer represent the community in ecumenical or interfaith 
bodies, the Anglican organization has decided. 

Following are Bishop Dietsche and Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s responses to the above event: 

 

January 15, 2016 
 
My brothers and sisters,  

Following this message you will find today's communication from Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, com-
menting on the decisions made yesterday by the Primates gathered in conference by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to sanction the Episcopal Church.  Bishop Curry's reflection is excellent, and puts our life in the 
Anglican Communion in the context of an organic, living, continually evolving network of relationships.  I 
find his words helpful in accepting the disappointment of a discouraging meeting and decision without in-
terpreting that as a failure or ultimate breakdown of relationships which have inspired us, enriched us, 
enflamed our missional desires, and made us proud by our common witness to the gospel across the 
globe. 

Our communion is intact.  In no way will this vote impair or diminish the commitment of the Diocese of 
New York to continue our own mission relationships and the work we are doing through our Global Mis-
sion Commission and through the many parishes of New York among the people and churches of Haiti, In-
dia, Africa, Asia, Latin America, and across the world.  We have countless friends in myriad places, and I 
am confident that the depth and richness of those relationships across world and communion will contin-
ue to make us glad and rekindle every day our love of the historic communion we are happy to still claim.  

I particularly want to speak to those of our diocese in the LGBT community.  Please do not fear that the 
divisions in our communion expressed yesterday, or the consequences of those divisions for the Episcopal 
Church, will ever cause for this bishop or diocese a scrap of regret for the decisions made here to provide 
for all people, particularly for gay and lesbian people, the fullest possible inclusion in our common life and 
full access to the sacramental life of the church, notably the sacraments of marriage and ordination.  We 
have seen God bless the whole church as the church has sought to bless those who had long been margin-
alized.  We give thanks for the good learnings and gifts which have come to us as we have striven to love 
more expansively, to love as Christ loves.  We will continue firm in our convictions and in our continuing 
embrace of the full and diverse community of brothers and sisters which is our life in New York, even as 
we continue to reach out to our sister provinces across the communion in continued fellowship.  "I came 
among you," Jesus said, "that all may be one."    

I am grateful for the leadership of Bishop Curry, and grateful that he sat for us in the Primates Meeting 
and remained brave and strong and faithful for the work and witness of that hour.  I continue to be proud 
and grateful for all of you in the local witness and mission you make in the churches and communities 
where God has placed you.  May God continue to shower his graces and blessings upon us, upon those 
who wish us well and upon those who do not.  And as always, I remain  

Yours,  

The Right Reverend Andrew ML Dietsche 

Bishop of New York                                                                                                          (continued on the next page) 



 Statement by the Presiding Bishop:  
Before I say a word about our gathering here at the Primates Meeting, I just want to say a word of thank 

you to you for all of your prayers: your prayers for this meeting, your prayers for me personally, both here 

and in my earlier sickness. We are well, and God is God, and I thank you.  

Let me say a word about the meeting. This is not the outcome we expected, and while we are disappoint-

ed, it's important to remember that the Anglican Communion is really not a matter of structure and organ-

ization. The Anglican Communion is a network of relationships that have been built on mission partner-

ships; relationships that are grounded in a common faith; relationships in companion diocese relation-

ships; relationships with parish to parish across the world; relationships that are profoundly committed to 

serving and following the way of Jesus of Nazareth by helping the poorest of the poor, and helping this 

world to be a place where no child goes to bed hungry ever. That's what the Anglican Communion is, and 

that Communion continues and moves forward.  

This has been a disappointing time for many, and there will be heartache and pain for many, but it's im-

portant to remember that we are still part of the Anglican Communion. We are the Episcopal Church, and 

we are part of the Jesus Movement, and that Movement goes on, and our work goes on. And the truth is, 

it may be part of our vocation to help the Communion and to help many others to grow in a direction 

where we can realize and live the love that God has for all of us, and we can one day be a Church and a 

Communion where all of God's children are fully welcomed, where this is truly a house of prayer for all 

people. And maybe it's a part of our vocation to help that to happen. And so we must claim that high call-

ing; claim the high calling of love and faith; love even for those with whom we disagree, and then contin-

ue, and that we will do, and we will do it together.  

We are part of the Jesus Movement, and the cause of God's love in this world can never stop and will nev-

er be defeated.  

God love you. God bless you. And you keep the faith. And we move forward.  

The Most Rev. Michael Curry 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 

Parish Hall Lighting Fund 
A very big thank you to all who donated to the Lighting Fund in 2015.  The Lighting Fund has a goal of 

$20,000.  At this time we have approximately $2716 earmarked by the Eager 

family for Parish Hall lighting, which is in Memorials.  And we have $3667.90 in 

the Lighting Fund, for a grand total of approximately $6383. 

          We very much appreciate your donations.  Checks may be given to Phyllis, 

mailed to the Parish Office, placed in the collection plate in an envelope clearly 

marked for the Lighting Fund, or given to Kathryn Parker, Joyce Smith, or Marj 

Edwards.  The Committee will be meeting in the Spring. 



 

Shrove Tuesday Potluck 
 

The annual Shrove Tuesday Potluck will be held this year on February 9th 
at 6 PM. 

 
Please bring your favorite dishes to share with fellow parishioners.  Good 

cheer and fellowship are sure to accompany this event. 
 

Sign-up sheets will be posted in the hallway outside of Phyllis’ office. 

T 
he Christmas decorations are all put away, the weather is cold and 

that just means one thing.... SUPERBOWL SUNDAY is  just 

around the corner! While you are planning your Superbowl party, 
consider purchasing Shoprite gift cards to use for your party shop-

ping.  If you are attending a party,  buy a Shoprite gift card to purchase your 
contribution to the neighbors party.  Either way, BUY Shoprite cards!   

C 
ards are available for purchase after every Mass.  Grace Church re-
ceives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you purchase 
the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for 

that football celebration easy. Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare for 
your parties while helping Grace Church.   Please keep us in mind when preparing your shopping lists! 

W 
e are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for 
the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate 
points while supporting Grace Church!   

 

B efore the Interim Priest comes, it would 
be nice if we laundered the Rector’s 

office draperies.  They get washed in cool water 
on Delicate and can probably be put back up 
damp with no ironing needed.  Are there any vol-
unteers?  If this is a job you can handle, please 
let me know.  Thank you! ~Kathryn Parker 

Grace 

Church   

Calen-

dar 

Click Here 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being 
here today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in 
the front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collec-
tion plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 
the Rectory (17 Crescent Place) on   
February 18th from 7:30 pm until      
9:00 pm.  All are invited to attend! 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino trguardino@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Eileen Bloomer ebloomer@hvc.rr.com          Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Ade Oluwasusi omoarinjale@optonline.net                Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  mcatizome62@gmail.com 

Lisa Denisco lisadenisco@gmail.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                 Andrew Higgins ahiggins@balchem.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the December 17, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the November 19, 

2015 Vestry meeting, click here.  

N ame that Baby needs your con-
tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-
lowing questions, which can be sent 
by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth  Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 
   you that we may not know  

mailto:trguardino@gmail.com
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:ebloomer@hvc.rr.com
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:omoarinjale@optonline.net
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:mcatizome62@gmail.com
mailto:lisadenisco@gmail.com
mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net
mailto:apsmclean@hotmail.com
mailto:ahiggins@balchem.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfS2NRNXp0Nk0yVFE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTFFpM2ZwUjVRdTg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfTFFpM2ZwUjVRdTg/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdmhKQXVzVFdjVU0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfVUFWVFlDcHdJM1k/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfVUFWVFlDcHdJM1k/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com

