
 

8:00 AM SEPTEMBER 7, 2014 

CHALICE BOYER, CARLA 

2ND CHALICE HAMILTON, KATHY 

ACOLYTE HAMILTON, KATHY 

O.T. LECTOR BOYER, CARLA 

N.T. LECTOR BAILEY, BEVERLY 

INTERCESSOR DENISCO, LISA 

USHER DENISCO, LISA 

USHER BAILEY, KAROL 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON NEWQUIST, CLAIRE 

M.C. MAISONET, BETH 

THURIFER BROKAW, DAVID 

CRUCIFER HIGGINS, ANDREW 

ACOLYTE 1 GUARDINO, PHYLLIS 

ACOLYTE 2 GUARDINO, TORRY 

O.T. LECTOR NEWQUIST, CLAIRE 

N.T. LECTOR MAISONET, BETH 

INTERCESSOR BARRETT, JOSEPH 

USHER BARRETT, JOSEPH 

USHER BARRETT, EILEEN 

Sunday September 7th 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html 

September 7, 2014 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“I have come to believe that a great 

teacher is a great artist and that 

there are as few as there are any 

other great artists.  Teaching 

might even be the greatest of the 

arts since the medium is the hu-

man mind and spirit.”   
John Steinbeck 

“For where two or three 

are gathered in my 

name, I am there 

among them." 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html


 

O n September 12, 2014, we celebrate the 

166th Anniversary of the Consecration of 

Grace Church. In thanksgiving for the vision, dedi-

cation and leadership of our founder, Fr. John will 

place a wreath at the grave of Elisha Wheeler on 

Sunday, September 14th at 9:30 A.M. If you would 

like to attend this brief ceremony, please gather at 

the Wheeler family plot in Hillside Cemetery. 

(After entering Hillside Cemetery from Mulberry 

Street, take the first possible right and proceed up 

the hill. Then look for cars.) 

Ministry At Grace 
Fall is a good time to think about your God-given 
gifts and how to use them in ministry at Grace 
Church. 

What do you enjoy?  Teaching?  Creating?  Clean-
ing?  Speaking?  Ushering?  Talking on the phone?  
Helping others?  Organizing?  Building?  Baking?  
There are all kinds of ways to be involved at Grace. 

If there is something you would like to do, speak to 
any of us, from Fr. John to heads of committees, 
vestry members, or basically anyone.  If you want 
to do something, a place will be found for you! 

For those of you who are already in ministry at 
Grace, thank you for serving!  We hope you feel 
blessed by your ministry. 

W hy do Episcopalians leave the first 6 or so 
pews empty?  I’ve been pondering this late-

ly and have come up with some possible answers: 

If the church crashes, the first pews are the most 
dangerous. 

Fr. might call on you if you sit too close. 

You want to stay away from the Thurifer in case 
sparks fly. 

It’s easier to make a fast getaway if you sit near the 
exit. 

You want to sit with your friends. 

You remember a time, perhaps at a wedding, when 
the first pews were Reserved and you never really 
got over it. 

You want to be near the air conditioner. 

You know that one of those pews up front squeaks, 
but you forget which one. 

You’re having a bad hair day and hopefully no one 
will notice if you sit in the back. 

You think the church “belongs” to other parishion-
ers and you are only a weekly visitor. 

You are afraid someone will notice you and ask you 
to run for vestry. 

~Kathryn Parker 

Grace Church Versus The Church of the Holy Comforter 
It’s easy to get out of the routine of going to church. Our lives are so busy, so full.  Sunday is the one day 
we can sleep in late.  As we pull the covers over our head, the Church of the Holy Comforter trumps Grace 
Church once again. This is especially true during the summer. 

Is the Holy Spirit calling you back to the Communion Rail? Do you miss friends at Grace? Sunday, Septem-
ber 14th is Welcome Back to Church Sunday at Grace Church. The schedule is still the same: 8:00 AM (Rite 
One); 10:30 (Rite Two and Church School). Both Masses are followed by an opportunity for fellowship at 
coffee hour. 

If you haven’t been to church in a long time, please don’t be uneasy about coming back – no one will judge 
you; after all, we are Grace Church. 

A Prayer for Sunday Mornings 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our Lord: 
Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be spent in your 
favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

An Invitation 

I have enjoyed being able to participate in Mass this summer in a way that I can’t when the choir is sing-
ing. I’ve especially enjoyed joining the congregation in the singing of the hymns and the service music. In 
addition to having the best-looking congregation in town, Grace Church is blessed to have a great sound-
ing congregation. If you would like to play a more active role in our music ministry, this is an ideal time for 
you to join the Grace Church Choir. 

The choir rehearses for 90 minutes on a weekday evening (currently Thursday), as well as a 30-minute 
“dress rehearsal” between the two Masses on Sunday. Although some members of our choir have had a 
great deal of formal musical training, others have had none. What we all have in common is a love of mu-
sic and a desire to share our talents with each other and with our Grace Church family. 

Participation in the music ministry is not an “all or nothing” proposition. Perfect attendance is not re-
quired. (If it were, we would not have a choir.) If your life occasionally intrudes on a choir commitment, 
we are flexible enough to accommodate you (within reason). If you have to miss some rehearsal time, re-
sources are provided to prevent you from falling behind. 

Singing in a church choir is a great way to learn about music in general, and particularly the 400-year musi-
cal heritage that we have inherited as Episco-
palians. If you would like to join us in this chal-
lenging and rewarding ministry, or if you need 
further persuasion, please contact me. If you 
know someone who might enjoy singing with 
us, please let me know who they are so I can 
invite them personally. 

I’m looking forward to seeing and hearing you 
on Sunday! 

Michael Saunders 

Director of Music 

845.342.8664 

MSaunde1@Stevens.edu 

Confirmation Class 
Beginning Sunday, August 31st, Tim Powers will 

begin a series of classes for those who wish to be 

confirmed or received by the Bishop on Septem-

ber 28th.  Classes will meet after the 10:30 Mass 

in Fr. John’s office. Please speak to Tim or Fr. 

John if you’d like to attend. 

Save The Date! 

On Sunday September 21st 
from 3pm to 4:30 pm, a concert 
will be held at Grace Church to 

benefit the Guild of St. Margaret’s 
Soup Kitchen. 

Please Mark Your            
Calendars!! 



 

Come Throw a Wet Sponge at Your Come Throw a Wet Sponge at Your Come Throw a Wet Sponge at Your 

Favorite Clergyman!Favorite Clergyman!Favorite Clergyman!   
N ame that Baby needs 

your contribu-
tions!!  Please give photos 
to Kathryn Parker and an-

swer the following questions, which can be 
sent by email to kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth  Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies Marriage/Partner 

Number of children    

Something interesting about you that we 
may not know  

Please submit your questions for 
our column Ask Fr. John.  Remem-
ber, if you are wondering about 
something, chances are others are 
as well.  You can submit directly to 
Fr. John at gracemdt@warwick.net 
or send your question to Kathryn or 
Joe.    

Please sign up to host 

coffee hour. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

will be September 7th at 

the 10:30 

Mass. 

Grace Grace Grace 

Church   Church   Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   

   
Click Click Click 

HereHereHere   

mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:gracemdt@warwick.net
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we are 
glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or are new to 
the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and or sign our visitor log book 
in the front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in 
the collection plate.  

  Thank-you and Welcome!  

Vestry News 
*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on August 1th from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

 

 To read the highlights of the 

June 20, 2013 Vestry meeting, 

click here. 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com     Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net                 Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco  mdenisco@hvc.rr.com                    Andrew Higgins  ahiggins@balchem.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com   Ade Oluwasusi  omoarinjale@optonline.net 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are 
available for sale EVERY Sunday after 
each service.  Grace Church receives 
5% on the sale of the cards from 
ShopRite, while you purchase the 
cards at face value!  Please keep us in 

mind for your next grocery shopping trip!  This is a great 
way to support Grace while shopping for the week or 
that special dinner. 
We are happy and pleased to announce that we can 
now accept credit card purchases for the ShopRite gift 
cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now 
accumulate points while supporting Grace Church!   

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on September 18th from 

7:30 pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

 To read the highlights of the June 19, 2014 

Vestry meeting, click here.  

 To read the highlights of the May 22, 2014 

Vestry meeting, click here.  
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