
 

8:00 AM MAY 11, 2014 

CHALICE HAMILTON, KATHY 

2ND CHALICE BOYER, CARLA 

ACOLYTE BOYER, CARLA 

O.T. LECTOR BOYER, CARLA 

N.T. LECTOR BAILEY, BEVERLY 

INTERCESSOR DENISCO, LISA 

USHER BAILEY, KAROL 

USHER DENISCO, LISA 

10:30 AM   

SUBDEACON BROKAW, DAVID 

M.C. MAISONET, BETH 

THURIFER VAUGHAN, LENORA 

CRUCIFER GUARDINO, TORRY 

ACOLYTE 1 BROKAW, DAVID 

ACOLYTE 2 PRESLEY, MARLENE 

O.T. LECTOR MAISONET, BETH 

N.T. LECTOR NEWQUIST, CLAIRE 

INTERCESSOR STRUNSKY, MARK 

USHER RUSHEY, VIRGINIA 

USHER STRUNSKY, VIRGINIA 

 Barrett, Joe 

Sunday May 11th 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

NEW WEBSITE FOR LECTIONARY READINGS 

THE WEBPAGE IS IN CALENDAR FORM—JUST CLICK ON THE DATE AND YOU WILL 

SEE THE READINGS FOR THAT DAY. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html 

May 11, 2014 Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

“How far you go in life depends on your 

being tender with the young, compas-

sionate with the aged, sympathetic with 

the striving, and tolerant of the weak 

and strong.  Because someday in your 

life you will have been all of these.” 
 

George Washington Carver 

Those who had been bap-
tized devoted themselves 
to the apostles' teaching 

and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and 

the prayers. 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2014.html


 

Adult Education 

Beginning on May 11, and con-

tinuing on May 18 and 25, there 

will be a series of adult educa-

tion sessions on the Gospel of 

John immediately following 

coffee hour.    The Fourth Gos-

pel is often read during the cur-

rent lectionary cycle, particularly during the Easter Sea-

son.  It is often somewhat difficult to understand and some 

of the sayings can sound a bit bizarre.  We’ll try to get 

through some of the thick language of this mystical Gospel 

to get a picture of the community for which John was 

writing, and what their vision of Jesus was.  There is no re-

quired reading, but I’m going to use some material from the 

book The Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic by John 

Shelby Spong, the retired bishop of Newark.  Come to one 

session or all sessions as your schedule permits.   ~Tim Powers 

Blood Drive 

There will be a blood drive dedicated in honor of area resident Dave Napolitano, a friend of 

Dave Catizone. 

When:  Tuesday May 20th  3 PM to 7 PM 

Where:  Middletown Elks Lodge #1097, 48 Prospect Street, Middletown 

Mulching Around the 

Churchyard 

May 16th   6pm 

If you have the time and the desire to help, 

we are seeking volunteers to spread mulch 

around the churchyard on Friday May 16th 

beginning at 6pm.  Bring some gloves and a 

rakes & shovels if possible.  We are also seek-

ing wheelbarrows to move mulch into place 

earlier on Friday.  If you are interested in 

helping or have a wheelbarrow that could be 

used, please contact the Church office at 

(845) 343-6101. 

 

Grace Church   Grace Church   Grace Church   

CalendarCalendarCalendar   

Click HereClick HereClick Here   

 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html


 

The 168th Annual Parish Meeting of Grace Church 

Senior Warden’s Report 

He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 

therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest” (Luke 10:2) 

We are a relatively small parish here at Grace Church, and as I 
compete my first term as Senior Warden, it never ceases to amaze 
me how much we collectively give of ourselves to care for the 
Church that God has blessed us with.  There always seems to be 

someone ready to take time out of their busy schedule to lend a helping hand, so please accept my 
heartfelt thanks to all who help maintain and keep Grace Church healthy and beautiful.  And when I say 
Grace Church, I mean not only our physical buildings and grounds, but the spiritual well-being of our cler-
gy and overall parish membership as well. 

There always seems to be a huge and seemingly endless list of projects or tasks that are never completed, 
or in need of starting.  We do not often enough look back on all the tremendous work that has been ac-
complished.  From the newly completed renovation of the Wayside Chapel, to the preparation of the 
weekly bulletins; from the installation of the new boiler for the Parish House to the laundering of the aco-
lyte robes; from the new roof on the rectory, to the ordering of communion hosts – all are outward and 
visible signs (some more visible than others), that are characteristic of a parish family willing to let God 
take our hands and work through them. 

I can’t begin to list all the projects, or all the individuals that contribute to the smooth operation of the 
parish, through the generous donation of significant time, talents, and resources, as that would probably 
take longer than we have allotted for this meeting.  But I do want to recognize the work of the Vestry, 
Clerk, and Treasurer, as month after month they not only gather and do an outstanding job of overseeing 
the budget and other business matters, but also take on the leadership of specific projects, ministries, 
and fundraising activities, which, by the way, get more exciting and ambitious every year.  We are losing 
two members from our Vestry, but because of one unexpired term, adding three new ones.  Next time 
you see a Vestry member, please say a prayer for them – they do a big job very well, and rarely complain. 

As I stated in my report this time last year, I am excited for the year to come, even if it means the list of 
projects gets longer and the challenges become more challenging.  But I look forward to looking back on 
the coming year, and being amazed at what our extraordinary parish family accomplished.  ~Torry Guardino 

Senior Warden 



 

Junior Warden’s Report 
Annual Meeting 2014 

A few weeks ago, while helping out at the cookie booth, the conversation drifted to the topic of religion. 
One of the Girl Scout moms rather suddenly said, “Your Church doesn't care, you accept every-
one.”  During a brief pause, I began to wonder what’s next?  Is she going to question our commitment to 
worship or complain of some liberal agenda?  No. She went on to say, “that’s what it’s all about; all 
churches should be that accepting. That what Jesus would do.”  I, of course, agreed and we turned to the 
more pressing matter of selling cookies. 
        I didn’t think much of this interaction until a couple days later, when it occurred to me how integral 
acceptance is to who we are as a Church. It is demonstrated through the work of our outreach programs 
and reflected through the composition of our congregation.  This commitment to acceptance does not 
come at the expense of our Christian worship. One only has to look at our rich liturgical history and our 
devotion to our music and Christian education program, and it soon becomes evident of the importance 
of both God and community. 
        As proud as I am of Grace Church, we do face serious challenges.  In particular, an aging congregation 
and declining attendance. For these challenges I have no easy answers.  As a Church we are not evangeli-
cal by nature. We are not inclined to hit the streets looking for new parishioners or, for that matter, reach 
out to those who no longer attend.  However a more subtle approach may be more suitable to our Epis-
copal sensibilities.  When a conversation permits; talk about that class you took with Tim Powers or the 
thought provoking homily delivered by Father John .  Describe the sense of fulfillment you experience 
when you serve at the Soup Kitchen or bring the Eucharist to the homebound and infirm.  But most im-
portantly, explain that worship at Grace Church is not an all or nothing proposition.  We understand that 
day to day life sometimes gets in the way.  An absence, however long, will be understood and accepted, 
without judgement.  ~John Cusack, Junior Warden 



 

Tricky Tray  

Saturday May 17 

The second annual Tricky Tray event is right around the corner, just one week 
from Saturday.  Theme baskets have begun to come in and people are signing up 
to make baskets and help at the event.  We need everyone's help to make this 
year's Tricky Tray even more successful than last year.  Letters are being sent to 
encourage participation in whatever way works for you.  

Ways you can participate: 

 Make a theme basket or two - be creative or use an idea from our list  - our goal is 150 baskets /prizes 

 Solicit donations from area businesses - letters requesting donations and forms are available on the 

table in the boardroom or from Phyllis  

 Donate cash towards baskets or other event expenses  

 Donate new or like-new items for baskets or as stand-alone prizes 

 Donate baked goods for the bake sale 

 Donate event tickets, gift cards, movie passes, a time share or anything people will be excited to win  

 Attend the event and invite family, friends, co-workers, etc.  

 Help with set-up on 5/16 or clean-up on 5/17 

 Help with the bake sale or refreshment sales at the event  

 Post the event info and /or flyer on Facebook and other Social Media and encourage friends to share 

with their contacts 

 Place flyers (available on the Tricky Try table in the boardroom) at your place of business, club, favor-

ite stores, etc.  

Please sign up on the form in the boardroom and let a committee member know as soon as possible what 
you can donate.  Please bring baskets in as soon as possible.  We would like to have all baskets by Sunday 
5/12.  If you plan to bring in something after that date, please let us know. We are happy to assist, if you 
need help wrapping your basket.  We are looking 
forward to another successful event to support 
Grace Church and our important ministries! 

~The Tricky Tray Committee:  Sue Scott, Claire Newquist,  

Chris Parrella and Anne Caldwell  

I am interested in creating a listing of our Grace 
members who have served or are serving in the 
U.S. Armed Forces.  Please click the link below 
to contact me with your information.   If you do 
not have email access please contact the Church 
office at 845-343-6101 

Thanks 

Joe Barrett    (click here) 

mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com?subject=please%20include%20your%20name,%20branch%20of%20service,%20and%20years%20of%20service%20-%20thanks.%20%20Joe


ShopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are available for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-
vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of the cards from ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at face value!  Shoprite gift cards can make shopping for that 
special dinner easy.  Our ongoing fundraiser of Shoprite gift cards helps you prepare 
your family meals while helping Grace  Church.  Please keep us in mind when pre-

paring your shopping lists! 

We are happy and pleased to announce that we can now accept credit card purchases for the 
ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you use a rewards credit card you can now accumulate points while sup-
porting Grace Church!   

To download and print a race application, click here. 

5K Fun Run/Walk 

As the director of the Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, I was recently invit-

ed to attend the Deacons’  Meeting of the Otisville Mount Hope Presbyterian 

Church (OMHPC).  I talked about The Guild of St. Margaret Soup Kitchen, the 

most visible outreach mission of Grace Church in our community.  The Dea-

cons of OMHPC believe in the work that the soup kitchen does in the commu-

nity and, I am glad to say, are sponsoring their second annual 5K Fun Run/

Walk on Sunday, May 18, 2014, to benefit our  program.  There are registra-

tion forms and information forms printed at the church and a link to the regis-

tration form in this newsletter.  The registration is $25.00 and ALL profit goes to the soup kitchen.  Dona-

tions are also accepted. 

Please consider signing up and walking (or running if you really want to) with us.  We have a number of 

Guild of St. Margaret T-shirts available at no charge to church members who sign up for the fun run/walk 

which will be available on a first come, first served, basis, so sign up early! 

The event begins at 8:00 am at the OMHPC Church on Main Street in Otisville.  Because of the early start 

time you could even get your walk or run in, have your complimentary sandwich, and still make it to the 

church for the 10:30 Mass (again, if you really want to).  It will be a lot of fun and a great way for our 

church to support the fundraising efforts of the Otisville Mount Hope Presbyterian Church to benefit our 

soup kitchen.  ~Phyllis Guardino 

 K now of a student who is graduating or moving 
up?  If so, please contact either Joe Barrett or 
Kathryn Parker.  Send us a picture and some infor-
mation for the Epistle.   

Thank you.  Joe Barrett 

Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett 
jbar1021@gmail.com 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfM2xkMENQM0syaDg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com


 

Wayside Chapel Rededication 

This past Sunday, after being closed for renovations these past seven months, the Wayside Chapel official-
ly re-opened as Father John blessed the newly refurbished space.  The work was accomplished by a group 
of volunteers who gave of their time to freshen up this wonderful room.  Please stop on by Sunday and 
take a look, say a prayer, light a candle or just spend some quiet time.  ~Joe Barrett 

Below:  the volunteers from left to right - Rick Scott, 

Tim Powers, Joe Barrett, Justin Card, Tom Lux and Dave 

Catizone.  Not pictured here is Michael Guardino 



 

Wayside Chapel 

Before 

Wayside Chapel 

After 



 

The young ladies of Junior Girl  Scout Troop 120 planted the 
Easter flowers that recently decorated the inside of Grace 
Church, into our churchyard this past week.  Thank you girls 
for your hard work!  ~Joe Barrett 



 

 
If you are visiting our Church today we would like to welcome you and we 
are glad you’ve joined us for services, whether you are passing through or 

are new to the area and seeking a church home.  Regardless of your  reasons for being here 
today, please take a moment to fill out a pew card and/or sign our visitor log book in the 
front of the church.  The pew card can be handed to any usher or placed in the collection 
plate.   

Thank-you and Welcome! 

Welcome! 

Vestry News 

*The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Boardroom on April 24th from 7:30 

pm until 9:00 pm.  All are invited to  

attend! 

 To read the highlights of the March 20, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here. 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Torry Guardino tguardino@earthlink.net                 John Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

    Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net             Janet Cusack  j.cusack@usa.net 

Vestry 

Damian Baker dbakerman@yahoo.com                    Liz Bloomer  lbloomer6@yahoo.com 

Eileen Barrett little.red63@gmail.com                   Meg Catizone  dcat@frontiernet.net 

Lisa Denisco  mdenisco@hvc.rr.com                      Carla Boyer cdboyer@optonline.net   

Timothy Powers tmp617@gmail.com                      Christy Silvels gigglelips@yahoo.com 

Mark Strunsky markstrunsky@gmail.com   

To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kparker7@hvc.rr.com or Joe Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com 

 To read the highlights of the February 20, 

2014 Vestry meeting, click here. 

N ame that Baby needs your con-

tributions!!  Please give photos 

to Kathryn Parker and answer the fol-

lowing questions, which can be sent 

by email to  kparker7@hvc.rr.com  

Place of birth             Schools you attended 

Work/Hobbies            Marriage/Partner 

Number of children Something interesting about 

   you that we may not know.  

Please submit your questions for our column 

“Ask Fr. John.”  Remember, if you are won-

dering about something, chances are others 

are as well.  You can submit directly to Fr. 

John at gracemdt@warwick.net or send your 

question to Kathryn or Joe.    

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13OsjrdzsMUq1XYEclv7XHitCre5RoMHmp8Q6cbozx4w/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfQXBFcU5BTFNCUUU/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfQXBFcU5BTFNCUUU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:tguardino@earthlink.net
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:cnewquist@frontiernet.net
mailto:j.cusack@usa.net
mailto:dbakerman@yahoo.com
mailto:lbloomer6@yahoo.com
mailto:little.red63@gmail.com
mailto:dcat@frontiernet.net
mailto:mdenisco@hvc.rr.com
mailto:cdboyer@optonline.net
mailto:tmp617@gmail.com
mailto:gigglelips@yahoo.com
mailto:markstrunsky@gmail.com
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:jbar1021@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfREhzUXd6Zm5rRzA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdXpIdlQ2bkxTSzg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8gABpmsN1KfdXpIdlQ2bkxTSzg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:kparker7@hvc.rr.com
mailto:gracemdt@warwick.net

