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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 

Sunday, May 12 

May 12, 2019    Phone 845 343 6101   FAX 845 343 8321   www.gracechurchmiddletown.org   email gracesec@warwick.net 

Even Socrates,  
who lived a  

very frugal and  
simple life,  

loved to  
go to the  
market.  

When his  
students asked 

about this,  
he replied,  

“I love to go  
and see all the 

things I am happy 
without.”   

— Jack Kornfield  

May 5, 2019 after 9 am Mass 

8:00 AM  

Chalice Carla Boyer 

2nd Chalice  

Acolyte Beth Maisonet 

O.T. Lector Beth Maisonet 

N.T. Lector Beverly Bailey 

Intercessor Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Lisa DeNisco 

Usher Gail Lichwick 

10:30 AM   

Subdeacon David Brokaw 

M.C. Claire Newquist 

Thurifer Tim Powers 

Crucifer Torry Guardino 

Acolyte 1 Marlene Presley 

Acolyte 2 Phyllis Guardino 

O.T. Lector Lorraine Witowski 

N.T. Lector Damien Hawkins 

Intercessor Joe Barrett 

Usher Joe Barrett 

Usher Bob Warner 

http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/
https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/Calendar2019.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org
mailto:gracesec@warwick.net


Good morning and welcome!  Having completed my first 
year as Senior Warden, I now stand in front of you for 
this, the first of my Annual Meetings.  To begin, I would 
like to acknowledge the hard work, dedication and leader-
ship of our Vestry.  So, thank you: Claire, Bill, Janet, 
Lourdes, Joe, John, Mark, Tim, Sue, Connie, Anne and 
Allison.  The terms of Mark and Claire, Connie and Sue 
have ended.  As you just found out, Claire, Connie and 
Sue are returning.  Mark has served his 2 full terms and 
he leaves with our thanks and gratitude.  Oh, and wel-
come PePe! 

Additionally, I would like to thank everyone who serves 
Grace Church, and thereby, each of us.  Please take a 
moment to read through the written annual report.  Read 
about the work that takes place here at Grace.  Take a 
look at how many ministries are listed in that report.  That 
will give you a glimpse of how many women and men of 
Grace give of themselves to serve each of us.  For each 
listed ministry, there are often many parishioners who 
give of themselves to make Grace Church a vibrant force 
in the life of Middletown.  John tells us “let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth."  Grace does exactly 
that because of all of you.  While I am on the topic of the 
written annual report, I would also like to make an editori-
al correction, it is Nancy Karp and Kathryn Parker who 
work diligently each week to bring us the Epistle.   

At last year’s annual meeting, we were celebrating the 
calling of Fr. Victor Sarrazin as our 20th Rector.  Today, 
Fr. Vic addressed our annual meeting for the first time as 
our Rector.  Over this past year, Fr. Victor has gotten to 
know us just as we have gotten to know him.  He is quiet-
ly making his mark on Grace Church and we are a 
stronger faith community for his leadership.  That unset-
tling period of transition we experienced is now behind 
us!  Yet, we still have many challenges ahead.  I believe 
that one of our biggest challenges is our inability to pro-
vide access to those parishioners and guests who cannot 
climb the stairs into our buildings.   

Over the last several years, the collective physical health 
of our Parish has been given a good swift kick in the ribs.  
Many of our friends here at Grace Church have experi-
enced health problems, serious illnesses, surgeries, 
chronic pain and suffering.  Some of us are on the mend 
but many continue to live with these illnesses and some 
continue to fight that which makes them sick.  We have 
seen some of our friends unable to attend services be-

cause their illnesses leave them unable to climb the stairs 
into our Parish House or Church.  Recognizing the need 
to make our buildings accessible to our fellow parishion-
ers and to those in the community who we serve by our 
outreach ministries, the Vestry formed a sub-committee 
to study this matter.  The work of the accessibility com-
mittee is ongoing.  As this project moves forward, the 
committee will keep you updated on its progress. 

A short 10 years ago, Eileen and I walked through the 
doors of Grace Episcopal Church.  It may have been 
chance that brought us through those doors that day, but 
it is all of you that kept us coming back, and our lives are 
forever changed for the better because of it.  Grace 
Church is a community of friends, a welcoming communi-
ty, a community of faith, a community that serves the 
larger community around us.  Grace Church serves oth-
ers, we put our beliefs into action, just as Christ taught us 
to do.   

I would like to leave you with the words of John Wooden, 
former UCLA Basketball Coach.  I find his words inspira-
tional and truly believe them to be words to live by.  “Be 
true to yourself, help others, make each day your master-
piece, make friendship a fine art, drink deeply from good 
books - especially the Bible, build a shelter against a 
rainy day, give thanks for your blessings and pray for 
guidance every day.”  Thank you.   

Joe Barrett, Senior Warden 

Senior Warden’s Report 



I apologize for not starting this report on Sunday, by thanking 
everyone for electing me for my second term as Grace Church’s 
Junior Warden.  Thank you.  I hope I can continue to live up to 

your faith in me.” 

I’ve started this report more times than I care to admit, and each 
time I began with a recital of all that we’ve been through over 
the past several years, but then I realized that there was only 
one thing that was truly important about 2018.   And that, as 
most you may remember, was Torry Guardino announcing at 
the Annual Meeting (just one day short of a year ago) that we 
had called Father Victor Sarrazin as our Rector and he had ac-
cepted the call.  Well, there is a little more to the story of 2018 
than that.  Yes, we called a Rector and welcomed him and his 
family with a festive coffee hour, hours of conversation about 
who we are and how we do, or have always done, things here.  
We even had a wonderful Celebration of a New Ministry in Oc-
tober.  But most importantly, once again, we learned that we 
can survive change and even thrive with it.  Allelulia!  The 

church is still standing. 

So, rather than reflect on 2018, I want to talk a bit about the 
future.  Over the past months I keep coming face to face with 
the reality that in order for the church, not just Grace Church, 
but the church as a whole, to survive we must be open to 
change, perhaps truly radical change.  I find that idea confusing, 
challenging, thought provoking, a little enticing and very very 

scary.  

You might ask where are these ideas about change coming 
from.  Well, first, Father Victor and the Vestry have been read-
ing a book called, “Radical Welcome” and its challenged our 
ideas about how we welcome—how we open ourselves—to 
people who may be very different from us, have different ideas 
about church and worship styles.  Do we give these potential 
newcomers a voice…and if we do, are we willing to hear and 

act on what they might have to tell us?  

Second, the Diocese has been spreading these ideas.  Father 
Victor and I attended a conference called “I Want My Church to 
Grow” in which the keynote speaker began by saying “Everyone 
wants the Resurrection; nobody wants the crucifixtion.”  We 
want our churches to grow but we don’t want to deal with the 
pain of change…and change is painful.  We also heard at that 
conference that Congregational development is not about more 
people in the pews or more money in the plate.  Its about going 
outside the church to build relationships with those people who 
do not come inside, not to invite them in (at least not at first), but 

to share the love of Christ. 

Yesterday, Joe and I attended the annual Warden’s Conference 
and heard presentations entitled “Living into Open Doors” and 

“Church Revitalization and New Church Development.”  

During Bishop 
Dietsche’s ses-
sion he disa-
greed with the 
notion that 
filling the pews 
doesn’t matter 
saying that it is 
important for 
new people to 
join the church.  
In fact, in a 
very loving and 
caring way, he 
reminded that if 
we don’t attract new members to our churches, our churches 
will die.  Since he became Bishop, 5 churches in our Diocese 
have closed (I know that there were several prior to his coming), 
a number of parishes have joined together to create new minis-
tries combining their congregations in differing ways and shar-
ing clergy and other parishes have begun some radically differ-
ent ways of operating.  He shared a little bit about a handbook 
that the Diocese has put together called:  Open Doors, New 
Futures and encouraged us to get copies for our Vestry to help 
us think about how we create and maintain “effective, viable and 

vital congregations.”   

When I start to hear the same message, or at least similar mes-
sages, coming from different places, I begin to believe that its 
time to listen and figure out what it means for me.  I don’t mean 
to scare you or to suggest that next Sunday, you will be coming 
to a place you don’t recognize or a service you don’t under-
stand.  What I want to suggest is that its time for us to begin to 
look at what change might mean for us.  Just as we had a dis-
cernment process prior to calling a new Rector, there will need 
to be a period of reflection and discernment and planning for our 
future.  What I want to suggest that we can do now is look at our 
own way of doing things and think about any changes that we 
might to make ourselves.  I’ll give you an example:  I’m sure its 
no surprise to hear that I like to keep busy…its much easier for 
me to be busy than to talk to people.  I’m basically pretty shy.  
So, I need to begin to work on sharing more with other people, 
learning what’s important about Grace Church for them and 
sharing what’s important to me about Grace and about my faith 
in general.  Maybe that means I’ll need to find some other peo-
ple to do some of the busy work, but more about that at another 

time…For the present, I take comfort in the words of Isaiah: 

“Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust, and will not be afraid; 
for the Lord God is my strength and my song, and he has be-

come my salvation.” 

Claire Newquist,  Junior Warden   

Junior Warden’s Report 



2019 Combined Mass & 
Annual Meeting 



 

 

 

 

 Last Week’s Puzzle Solution 

S hopRite Grocery Gift Certificates are availa-
ble for sale EVERY Sunday after each ser-

vice.  Grace Church receives 5% on the sale of 
the cards from 
ShopRite, while you 
purchase the cards at 
face value!  Shoprite 
gift cards can make 
shopping for the fami-
ly easy.  Our ongoing 
fundraiser of Shoprite 
gift cards helps you 

prepare your meals while helping Grace  
Church.  Please keep us in mind when prepar-
ing your shopping lists! 

W e are happy and pleased to announce 
that we can now accept credit card pur-

chases for the ShopRite gift cards.  So, if you 
use a rewards credit card you can now accumu-
late points while supporting Grace Church!   

Save the Dates 
August 17-Tag Sale 

November 23-Crafte Faire 

 Upcoming Events 
Sunday, May 12  8:00 am: Holy Eucharist Rite I  
    10:30 am: Holy Eucharist Rite II (Hymns, Incense) 
    10:30 am: Church School 

No Healing Mass on Wednesday, May 15 

Thursday, May 16  6:30 pm Mass prior to Vestry Meeting—all invited 

Sunday, May 19  8:00 am: Holy Eucharist Rite I  
    10:30 am: Holy Eucharist Rite II  
    (Hymns, Incense) 
    10:30 am: Church School 

Wednesday, May 22  10:00 AM: Healing Mass - all invited 

If you are attending the play, Getting Away with 
Murder at Museum Village in Monroe on Friday, 
May 10th, please know that it is general seating and 
the doors open at 7:30.  See you there!! 

http://gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html
http://www.gracechurchmiddletown.org/calendar.html




The solution will be published in next week’s Epistle 



To submit suggestions, articles or notices please email Kathryn Parker kmparker2255@gmail.com  or Nancy Karp aprilseven2@gmail.com 

Contact Your Vestry 

Wardens 

Joseph Barrett jbar1021@gmail.com                Claire Newquist cnewquist@frontiernet.net 

        Clerk of the Vestry                                           Treasurer 

Bill Gunn bgunn@hvc.rr.com         Janet Cusack  jlcomg83@gmail.com 

Vestry 

Lourdes Cruz lcruz1959@gmail.com                 Anne Caldwell acfain@earthlink.net  

Joseph Gayton gaygreatguy@yahoo.com   Connie Herm cherm51@yahoo.com  

John Cusack j.cusack@usa.net                          Sue Scott rsuescott@gmail.com 

Allison McLean  apsmclean@hotmail.com                Tim Powers tmp617@gmail.com 

Pepe Gutierrez    

 

P lease remember to take a look at the 
Goodshop Program (www.goodshop.com).  

You just might like it! 

Try out our audio mixer to listen to the 10:30 
Sunday Mass live.  No matter where 
you are you can join us in worship. 

Just click here! 

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
Thinking about signing up for Coffee Hour? Go online to  http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f4da5a722a4f58-coffee and click on the picture to sign up for an upcoming Coffee Hour. You may 
sign up from home or, if you don’t have access to the Internet, Call Chris at 342-3561, or Patty at 386-
5622 and we’ll find you a Coffee Hour that’s available.  
Remember, we have some coffee hours in which we get by with cookies.  When you see something yum-
my on sale, call one of us to see what Sunday is available.  Or, find a fellow parishioner and do a Coffee 
Hour together.  

 Donations of funds or supplies are always accepted gladly, and if you don’t feel up to the task of hosting 
a coffee hour, you may make a monetary donation and we will happily shop for you. 

Vestry News 

The next Vestry meeting will be held in 

the Parish House Boardroom on May 

16th starting at 7:30 pm.   All are       

invited to attend! 

To read the highlights of the February 28, 

2019 Vestry meeting, click here. 

 To read the highlights of the January 17, 

2019 Vestry meeting, click here. 
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